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For the Christian Journal. 


Conversations of a Minister with a 
Parishioner, on Baptismal Regene- 
ration. 


ConveErSATION III. 


Parishioner. You gave your con- 
sent, Sir, to another conversation, on 
the important subject which has been 
under discussion with us ; it being un- 
derstood, in this stage of the progress, 
to be confined to the sense ef Scrip- 
ture. Will the present time be con- 
venient to you? 

Minister. ¥t will; and I begin with 
expressing my astonishment, that so 
extensive a sense as your’s should be 
given to the word “ regeneration,” 
when it is to be found but in two places 
m the Bible; one of which, is con- 
fessedly irrelative either to your doc- 
trine or to mine ; while the other is as- 
sociated with water baptism. I allude 
to Matthew xix. 28, which looks for- 
ward to the renewing of material na- 
ture; and to Titus iit. 5, which, I be- 
lieve, all commentators connect with 
baptism, in one shape or in another. 
For what else can be “ the washing,” 
or, as it should be translated, “ the la- 
ver of regeneration,” there spoken of ? 
{ will however notice, that the deriva- 
tion is the same with the expression 
“born again,” which appears in two 
passages—John iii. 3, and 1 Pet. i. 23. 
in regard to both of these places, I 
caution you against supposing, that I 
put out of view the spiritual principle 
recognized. ‘The former of the places 
will come under more especial notice. 

Parishioner. If 1 remember rightly, 
the expression “ born of God,” is used 
frequently in the Epistles of St. John. 

Minister. It occurs no less than six 
times, but there is material difference 
between this language and the other. 
“Regeneration” and “born again,” 
are so used as to intimate the beginning 
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of a new state of existence. The 
“born of God,” as the places shew, 
are they, who without any reference to 
the time of birth, are in the state de- 
signed to be recognized. St. John ad- 
dressed persons, who must be supposed 
to have been baptized: but it was not 
té, his purpose, to take notice of the ef- 
fect of baptism at the time of its being 
performed, 

Parishioner, Does not the same 
Apostle express his meaning under the 
varied expression “ begotten of God ?’? 

Minister. He does in one place—2 
John v.18; to which there applies the 
remark made concerning “born of 
God.” St. Peter also (1 Pet.i.3,) usesa 
phrase similar to that now named by 
you in a way which should caution us of 
the danger of founding doctrine on meta» 
phor. It is where the Apostle says— 
“ who hath begotten us again to a live- 
ly hope, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.” How curious 
a theory might ingenuity ground on this 
passage, by excluding the agency of 
the Divine Spirit from the work of re- 
generation ; and by ascribing it wholly 
to the operation of the truth of the re- 
surrection of the Redeemer! But the 
meaning of the Apostle is evidently ne 
more, than that it is a necessary mean 
of the recovery from the loss of immor- 
tality in Adam. St. Paul tells the Co- 
rinthians, that he had “ begotten them 
through the Gospel,” and he speaks of 
his having “begotten Onesimus in his 
bonds.” Metaphor is a strong way of 
expressing an interesting truth, which 
must look to some other source of evi- 
dence for elucidation. Regeneration 

was never introduced inte any confes- 
sion of faith, as a distinct head of do¢- 
trine, until less than two centuries age, 
I de not mention the terms being sel- 
dom found in Scripture, to give a low 
idea of its importance; but to show, 
that it must be an expressing in meta- 
21 
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hor of what is much oftener met with, 
and !ess liable to be miscanceived of in 
other words. 

Parishioner. What are the truths 
to which you refer? 

Minister. They are the duties of 
repentance and faith. I cannot believe, 
that when our Saviour began to preach 
his own Gospel, he held back from his 
hearers any truth essential to salvation : 
and yet it sufficed him to say——* the 
kingdom of God is at hand, repent ye 
and believe the Gospel.” In like man- 
ner, it is said of his disciples—* they 
went out, and preached that men should 
repent.” So St. Peter, after the Cruci- 
fixion, addressing the Jewish muititude 
concerning their participation in that 
enormity, made the cail—* repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, for the 
remission of sins.” And St. Paul de- 
livers the substance of his own preach- 
ing, when he defines it to be—* testi- 
fying both to the Jews and also to the 
Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Much more might be produced to the 
same effect; and I cannot conceive of 
any truth of the Christian religion, not 
falling under one of these heads : it be- 
ing understood, that repentance, accord- 
ing to the original, extends to a change 
of mind, or inward cast of character. 
As this applies differently to adults and 
to infants, was considered m a former 
interview. 

Parishioner. This is a position, in 
which I cannot but concur. And yet 
the same duties may be put in varied 
points of view ; and metaphor may be 
introduced with that intent: for in- 
stance, in John iii. 1, and following. 
The circumstances of the case there 
occurring, called forth the clothing, 
very much helping to a right interpre- 
tation of the duties of which you have 
spoken. 

Minister. 1 concur in your position, 
as readily as you did in mine. You 
xefer to the interview of our Saviour 
with Nicodemus. It isa passage, which 
has an especial claim to discussion, in 
the present department of the subject. 
There are some circumstances in it, 
which are entirely passed over, or 
slightly touched, on the other side, al- 
though helping much to en explanation 
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of the transaction. I wish to know, 
whether they have engaged your at- 
tention. For instance, why does our 
Lord censure Nicodernus for not appre- 
hending the metaphor of the new birth, 
intimating, that being a master in 
Israel, he ought not to have been a 
stranger to this point. It does not 
occur in any book of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Parishioner. The precise meta- 
phor does not occur, but this is no dis- 
proof of the occurrence of the spiritual 
meaning. 

Minister. Were that all, Nicode- 
mus was under no obligation to un- 
derstand the sentiment in this novel 
dress. Again, why does the gréat 
Teacher acknowledge, that they were 
earthly things of which he spake? 
Surely, this does not apply to the spi- 
ritual property of the new birth. 

Parishioner. 1 suppose, the matter 
meant is the earthly similitude of na- 
tural birth. 

Minister. ‘That was well enough 
understood by Nicodemus, when he 
said, “ How can a man be born when 
he is old?” Further, why is there 
mention of being born of water, as well 
as of the Spirit? 

Parishioner. Doubtless, because 
the blessed influences of the one may 
be typified by the cleansing virtue of the 
other. It means by the Holy Ghost, 
as it were by water; in like manner as 
John had announced a Saviour, who 
should baptize with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire. 

Minister. It would have been @ 
strange way of expressing the senti- 
ment; being an inversion of the na- 
tural order of the two subjects to be 
compared. The meaning of the Bap- 
tist may be expinined by the descent of 
the Hioly Ghost at Pentecost, in the 
appearance of “cloven tongues, like 
as of fire.’ Or, the other place will 
bear the translation—‘‘as of fire:” 
that being agreeable to the sense which 
the conjunctive particle bears in the 
original ; and this I believe to be the 
true interpretation, although differing 
from our translation. ‘The criticism 


will not apply to the passage before us ; 
water being the first named, as the most 
prominent to sense, although to be ac- 











Jur 


cor 
inf 
the 
ren 


rit 
el 
sh 





es ES 


is 


ae 


be 


he 
ke 
‘ill 


293 


he 
he 
ng 
sm 
IS} 
ost 
1C~ 








June, 1822.] 


companied by a spiritual eperation of 
infinitely more importance. Before 
the application of my remarks, I will 
remind you of a prior incident. It is 
the message of the sanhedrim to the 
Baptist—“ why baptizest thou, if thou 
be not that Christ, neither Elias, nei- 
ther that Prophet?” This seems te 
imply, that had he professed to be 
the giver of the new dispensation then 
expected, there would have been no in- 
consistency in his initiating of his con- 
verts by the rite of baptism. And yet, 
we hear of nothing to this effect under 
the Mosaic economy. 

Parishioner. 1 perceive that you 
design to apply all this to the narrative 
in the beginning of the third chapter of 
the Gospel of St. John. 

Minister. ‘That is my object; but 
{ must state a fact, which will account 
for the questions unexpectedly proposed 
to you. There has been already a plea 
of a right of explanation from historic 
fact. It has been transmitted to us, 
that the Jewish Church, of its own au- 
thority, for there is nothing to the ef- 
fect in the law of Moses, had intro- 
duced baptism to accompany circum- 
cision, in the admission of heathen fa- 
milies or individuals to the privileges 
of Judaism. The persons so initiated 
were said to be new-born, on account 
of the new relations into which they 
entered, and the new obligations which 
they assumed. A yelerence to these 
things, is what Nicodemus might rea- 
sonably have been expected to have 
understood, as a master in Israei. 
They are called “ earthly things ;” bee 
cause, however edifying, their autho- 
rity was of man. ‘The adjunct of the 
element of water in the fermer custom, 
shews the same to have been included 
in the newly instituted rite. And the 
general propriety of the metaphor rests 
on the same ground in the Christian as 
in the Jewish Church; although, in the. 
latter, there was the superaddition of 
divine institution, and the pledge of the 
Holy Spirit to accompany it. With 
these recollections, we shail find it easy 
to understand the narrative. 

Parishioner. Is what you lave 
stated concerning the Jewish provision, 
and the language to which it gave occa- 
sion, a universally acknowledged fact ? 
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Minister. I cannot say, that the ae- 
knowledgment of it has been univer- 
sal; nor can it be, without the surren- 
dry of some opinions, at the roots of 
which it directly strikes. But I can 
say, with great sincerity, that the evi- 
dence of it is as distinct as what we 
usually rely on, in bringing history te 
the interpretation of Scripture. There 
are Jewish and heathen testimonies di- 
rectly to the point. If it be disallowed, 
it will follow that the Jews, within two 
or three centuries after the beginning 
of the Christiaa era, copied the Chris- 
tians in the administration of this rite: 
which is utterly incredible. That at 
the period now alluded to, and in the 
succeeding ages, it was practised by 
the Jews, is conceded; and, if I mis~ 
take not, it is continued te the present 
dev, 

Parishioner. I beg you to proceed 
in your application of it to the passage. 

Minister. It is evident, that Nice- 
demus came to Jesus under conviction 
of his divine mission, formed on the ra~ 
tional ground of his miraculous works. 
He came “ by night,” to avoid the re- 
proach of an open confession: and 
that this was intended to be intimated, 
appears from what is afterwards re- 
corded of the same Nicodemus, when 
he boldly advocated the cause of Christ, 
in the measures leading to his cruci- 
fixion. Here was a great change of 
character; but it is not introduced 
without the remark, that he was the 
same who formerly came by night. 

This representation brings into view 
the outward and visible sign, and the 
inward and spiritual grace in baptism. 
In the 22d verse of the same chapter, 
as was noticed in one of our interviews, 
Jesus and his disciples are found in the 
act of baptizing, and it is not noticed 
as an act then begun. Now I appre- 
hend, that Nicodemus is admonished of 
the duty of an acknowledgment of 
the Messiah before the world, in the 
rite instituted by him for that end ; but 
not without the accompaniment of an 
entire change of inward character, 
from the faulty disposition manifested 
by the nocturnal visit. Agreeably with 
this, ldo not find any place in which 
regeneration, or the being born again, 
is introduced without its signifying of 

















164 Conversations on Baptismal Regeueratiog. 


the beginning, and not the progress of 
the Christian state. What can be more 
express, than the passage of Titus al- 
ready noticed, concerning the washing 
of regeneration? So,in 1 Cor. vi. 11, 
when we read—“ ye are washed, ye 
are sanctified, ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God,” we find all these 
particulars reckoned as co-incident : 
especially, as a beiter translation would 
have made jt-—“ ye have been washed, 
ye have been sanctified, ye have been 
justified”? &c. In like manner in 
Ephes. v. 25, 26, we have—“ Christ 
Joved the Church, and gave himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse 
jt with the washing of water, by the 
word.” Jam aware of the use made 
of this Jast expression: but although 
J have no desire to lessen the imprti- 
ance of the word, that is, of the Gospel 
in this holy rite; yet Iam persuaded, 
that a more definite idea is produced, 
by connecting the last term with the 
sanctification. ‘This would be agree- 
able to a more strict rendering of the 
yniddle clause ; which, instead of “ and 
cleanse,” would then be “having 
cleansed.” The same idea is sustained 
by St. Paul, where he speaks of being 
“buried” (with Christ) “by baptism 
into death’—that is, to sin: which 
makes the invisible grace co-incident 
with the outward sign. 

The case of §$t. Paul is worthy of 
especial notice. Notwithstanding the 
miraculous evidence y ouchsafed to hina 
of divine favour, he was required by 
Ananias to ‘ arise gnd wash away his 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord :” 
which could have had no other object, 
than ‘he consistency of the divine ecc- 
nomy, sO as not to put asunder what 
divine institution had joined together. 
‘To suppose that the formerly persecut- 
ing Saul was not in a state of accept- 
ance in the eye of God, would be in- 
consistent with the circumstances men- 
tioned—especially his ready accept- 
ance of his commission, in the words— 
© Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?” 
and the consequent command—“ Go 
into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.” So that the ab- 
sence ofthe remission of sins, or of re- 
generaon, must be understood as com- 
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bining with that more important part 
of the subject, the standing to which he 
was to be admitted in the eye of the 
Church. 

This is confirmed by the light in 
which the subject was held in the pri- 


mitive Church. ‘the sign in baptism 
was considered as dispensed with by 
necessity ; which is often applied by 
the early writers to the case of martyr- 
dom taking place immediately on con- 
version; and this they called the suf- 
ferers being baptized in his blood. But 
they never speak of his having under- 
gone regeneration, however possessed 
of the spiritual privilege of such a pro- 
cess. 

Parishioner. There is a passage 
which I think you will find it difficult 
to reconcile with your theory. Itis 1 
Peter iii. 2, where baptism is defined to 
be, “not the putting away the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good con- 
Science towards God.” 

Minister. We do not hold that bap- 
tism consists in “the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh :” which can be 
no more than the outward sign. As to 
the affirmative part of the definition of 
St. Peier; if you infer from it any 
thing against infantine regeneration, 
because infants cannot give answers or 
stipulations, the’ place will make at 
least as much in favour of the deniers 
of infant baptism. But against both 
their opinion and your’s, the position 
should be limited to the objects on 
which it has a bearing: as, when St. 
Paul deiines “ the true circumcision” to 
be “that of the heart, in the spirit,” it 
would be irrelevant to gbject:that this 
is not applicable to infants, except 
prospectively, It was said figuratively ; 
and was intended of those only whe 
were fit subjects of that spiritual cir 
cumcision. 


Parishioner. You seem to have 








forgotten, that under the word “con- | 
version,” there is conveyed the same 


sense as that of regeneration. 
Minister. I have not forgotten, that 
some consider these words as synony- 


nous, but conceive it to be an error. 
Parishioner. 


aware, that our clergy are thought to 
lay too little stregs on conversion, is 
their discourses. 
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Minister. Is it alleged, that we do 
vot often insist on the necessity of the 
change of the heart of the sinner from 
sin to God? 

Parishioner. The charge does not 
go to that extent. 

Minister. When we speak of the 
duty of repentance, and if it be cor- 
rectly stated by us, is it not in effect to 
preach conversion ? 

Parishioner. Certainly it js. 

Minister. Our fault consists, then, 
not in negiect of the doctrine, but in 
not using the word sufficiently often. 
Have you attended to the frequency of 
the use of it in the New Testament ? 

Parishioner. My curiosity has not 
led me to this. 

Minister. It occurs but once, and 
that is in Acts xv. 3; which records, 
that Paul and Barnabas, on their jour- 
ney from Antioch to Jerusalem, an- 
nounced *the conversion of the Gen- 
tiles.” Do you think thaf this amounts 
to your idea of regeneration, or that it 
is discountenance of mine ? 

Parishioner. It would be folly to 
affirm either of these; the place mean- 
ing no more than the renouncing of 
idolatry, and the making of a profes- 
sion of Christianity. But although the 
substantive should be found’ in that 
place only, there rest on my mind 
other places in which the adjective and 
the verb “ converted,” ‘ convert” and 
* converteth,” appear, 

Minister. ‘There are such places ; 
but when you read in the Epistle of 
St. James—* if any err from the truth, 
and ene convert him, let him know, 
that he who converteth asinner fromthe 
error of his ways, hath saved a soul 
from death ;” do you conceive that it 
has any relation to the beginning of 
spiritual life in regeneration, whether 
it be with or without baptism ? 

Parishioner. Evidently, no. It ex- 
presses a fall from grace, and recovery 
to it. : | 

Minister. When St. Peter, in Acts 
iii. 19, calls to the murderers of his Di- 
vine Master—* repent and be conyert- 
ed,” has it any more relation to the 
present subject than what was quoted 
trom St. James ? 

Parishioner. think it has not. 

Minister. Qur Lord said to Peter~ 
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** when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren.” [s not sin in act the 
ground of the command ? 

Parishioner. ‘That only is the 
ground ; because it follows on the pre- 
diction of the apostacy of Peter. 

Minister. There is a passage in the 
6th chapter of the Prophecy of Isaiah, 
(verse 10) announcing a judicial blind- 
ness of the Jews; which should prove 
a bar to their being converted. ‘The 
prophecy is repeated and applied three 
times in the New Testament. [I call 
those places combined one instance of 
the use of the word. You will allow 
this to be foreign to our purpose. 

Parishioner. ‘The places may rea- 
sonably be so considered. 

' Minister. When our Saviour, in the 
3d verse of the 18th chapter of the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, in reproof of 
the ambition, the worldly mindedness, 
and the biekerings of his disciples, 
a except ye be converted, and 

ecome as little children, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven;” whatever ingenuity you may 
display in preventing the application 
of this place in favour of my doctrine, 
you will not pretend that it makes 
against me. 

Parwhioner. Never. 

Minister. If these questions should 
scem captious, I entreat your patiencegy® 
and, if necessary, your pardon. But 
the places now named, are all in which 
the word, with its varieties, are found. 
Why then should so much stress be 
laid on the continual use of this parti- 
cular word? ‘There is a reason, lying 
deeper than as phraseology is concern- 
ed. It is imagined, that every indi- 
vidual must undergo and be conscious 
of conversion from a state of sin to a 
state of grace. ‘Thisis what we deny; 
and is the point on which it would be 
more consistent to assail us, than to 
make us offenders for not continually 
harping on a word, so rarely met in 
scripture. We conceive, that under 
the term “repentance,” we preach 
every thing comprehended in “ conver- 
sion.” And yet, we are not backward 
to apply this word to the proper sub- 
jects of it, and to caution them that it 
should be of the heast as weld as of the 
life. 
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Parishioner. Dees it not follow, 
from your staiements, that if a young 
person, baptized in infancy, and bless- 
ed with a religious education, should 
lead a life of mere external decorum, 
it will sufiice ? 

Minister. No: but if such a per- 
son, agreeably to the injunction of St. 
Paul, should have been “brought up 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord,” there is no unfitness in the con- 
ceiving of continuance in a state of 
grace begun in baptism. ‘The injunction 
would not have been given, if it had 
not been possible to be acted under 
jrom infancy. ; 

Parishioner. Did you ever know 
such a person leading a life amounting 
toacompliance with all the requisitions 
of the Gospel ? 

Minister. Did ever you know an 
adult convert of whom you can affirm 
this, no allowance to be made for sins 
of infirmity and surprize? For in- 
stance, the rising of anger above the 
exact limit prescribed to it by Chris- 
tian perfection; or the passing of cen- 
sure on a neighbour incautiously, and 
contrary to the strictest demands of the 
charity which “ thinketh no evil.” 

Parishioner never knew such a 
man or woman. 

Minister Then I claim for my re- 
senerate infant, the same allowance as 
for your regenerate adult. And you 
must give me leave to say, that I have 
known better Christians of the former 
description, than any who have fallea 
under my observation of the latter. 
But, before we finish the subject of 
conversion, let me ask you how you ac- 
count for it, that we read of so many 
saints in Scripture, without notice of 
the precise periods of conversion? To 
confine our view to names in a single 
chapter, the 11th of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews: why, of all those worthies, 
is there not an account of the conver- 
sion of any one of them? 

-arishioner. You will not lay much 
stress on silence, as to this point. 

Minister. 1 can easily conceive, 
that there may have been occasion to 
speak of a sinner become a saint, and 
no need of recording the fact of his 
conversion. But that a long list of 
saints should be enumerated in this 
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chapter ; and not only so, that for our 
imitation, they should be described as 
having through “ faith inherited the pro- 
mises ;” and yet, that in the correspond- 
ing accounts of their lives in the Old 
Testament, no notice should be taken 
of the precise period when any one of 
them was converted ; ifsuch a circum- 
stance be essential to his religious cha- 
racter; is what appears to me not pos- 
sible in sacred biography. You well 
know, how different from this is the 
biography of every writer to whose 
theory you are inclined. 

Parishioner. To refer to what 
passed a few minutes ago; it still 
presses on my mind, that your opinion 
encourages contentment with decorous 
conduct, and the observance of the 
forms of piety. Indeed, I recollect a 
case, in which baptismal regeneration, 
believed in as coming from the person’s 
pastor, was pleaded as an excuse from 
subsequent conversion, when it appear- 
ed to me to be much needed. 

Minister. 1 do not doubt the fact ; 
and I ascribe it to the representations 
made on the other side, combining with 
that perversity of human nature, which 
avails itself of any subterfuge from 
duty. A preacher of baptismal rege- 
neration may declare explicitly, that 
the benefit is forfeited by such a state 
and life as you describe. But the, 
hearer, having it dinned in his ears 
that any thing better is dispensed with 
by the doctrine in question, if disposed 
to levity er to indifference, takes from 
each side the parts of its theory suited 
to his state of mind; and so, fabricates 
for himself atheory not according with 
either. No such consequence could 
have happened, had there prevailed in 
the Church the views of baptism uni- 
versally inculcated during the early 
centuries, and as universally at the pe- 
riod of the Reformation. It would noi 
now take place, were the deniers oi 
the doctrine to refrain from blasting 
it as destitute of spirituality, and what 
they call vital godliness; meaning un- 
der that expression something superad- 
ded to what is called godliness in the 
Scriptures ; thus producing the melan 
choly efiect which you have adverted to, 

Parishioner. These thoughts are 
new to me. and shall be serious!y con 
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sidered. At present, I shall only re- 
merk, that when we entered on this our 
third conversation, it was with the idea 
on my part, that from too great zeal for 
the sign in baptism, you would lay too 
little stress on the thing signified ; but 
I perceive, that you insist strongly on 
the latter. IE have heard as much from 
you in the pulpit: and although I was 
gratified by this, it seemed to me not 
to harmonize with your theory of rege- 
neration. I now perceive, that there is 
more to be said than I had imagined, 
for combining the sign and the thing 
signified. I shalt give the subject fur- 
ther consideration, and at present, 
shall take my leave. 

Minister. 1 pray God, that the con- 
versation may prove edifying to us 
both. But after having been occupied by 
your objections, I solicit another inter- 
view, for the purpose of stating what I 
conceive to be the consequences of your 
opinion ; but which, perhaps, have es- 
caped your notice. 

Parishioner. J shall avail myself of 
the proposed interview. 

( Lo be continued.) 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bi- 
shops, Clergy, and Laity, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, in a Spe- 
cial General Convention, held in St. 
Peter’s Church, in the City of Phi- 
ladelphia, from October 30th to No- 
vember 3d, inclusive, A. D. 1821. 


(Continued from page 115, and concluded.) 








The presiding Bishop made the following 
report :-— 

The House of Clerical and Lay Deputies of 
the last General Convention, having requested 
of the Honse of Bishops “ to take measures for 
making known any errors or omissions in the 
octavo edition of the Book of Common Prayer, 
published by Hugh Gaine, in 1793, which was 
established by the 43d Canon as the standard 
hook, so that they may be avoided or supplied in 
future editions; »nd that they be also respect- 
fully requested to correct and supply any errors 
or omissions in the calendar and tables prefixed 
thereto, and to extend the table of the days on 
which Easter will fall for two ev cles of the moon 
from the year of our Lord 1823; [erroneously 
in the printed journal 1813;” 

And the House of Bishops having requested 
the presiding Bishop, with such persons as he 
may think proper to associate with him, to 
take order on the said suljeet ; 

The presiding Bishop respectfully reports to 
the House of Bishops us follows :— 
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Ist. He has carefully prepared, and appends 
to this report, a table for finding Easter, ex- 
tended through two cycles of the moon, from 
1824 to 1861, inclusive. 

2d. In the third paragraph of the first of the 
tables for finding the holidays to “ 1799,” he 
has inserted 1899, omitting “ and also the num- 
ber 1.2 Consequently the fourth paragraph 
has been omitted m 

3d. In “the table of fasts,” he has changed 
“the season of Lent” to “the forty days of 
Lent.” The corrected error was not begun 
in Gaine’s book, but may be found in that pub- 
lished by Hall & Sellers, in 1790, under the di- 
rection of a Committee of the Convention of 
1789. In the proposed book, published by 
them, it was agrecaide to the English editions 
The error mast have been an oversight of the 
Committee, and makes an inconsistency of the 
table of fssts with that of feasts; the latter com- 
prehending the Sundays in Lent, agreeably te 
the practice of the Christian Church in all 


- ages. 


4th. It was stated tothe reporter by a mem- 
ber of the late, and of the present Convention, 
(William Meredith, Esq.) that in all our 
Prayer Books, there was the omission of a 
note found in the English books, underneastla 
the months of March and April, in the calen- 
dar, intended to show the use of the golder 
numbers, in a column attached to the said 
months only. On investigating the subject, we 
found that the note was wanting in the Prayer 
Books, edited before the adop’ ion of the Gre- 
gorian style, in 1751, but was found in all the 
succeeding editions consulted. From these cir- 
cumstances it seems probable, that in making 
out the calendar for the American Chureh, 
there was tuken a bock prior to the said date. 
The column, with the golden numbers, may 
have been called for at the erisis of the change 
of style; but, as it is insufficient for the finding 
of Easter, from its not showing how the golden 
numbers are to be found; and as this, with the 
whole precess for the finding of the said festi- 
val, is provided for by a table appropriated to 
that object, it was thought proper to omit the 
column, and the figures included in it. 

Sth. In ascertaining errors in Mr, Haugh 
Gaine’s book of 1793, your reporter has been 
kindly assisted by Mr. William Hall, who 
printed the proposed book in 1785-6. He has 
furnished the list of errors appended to this re- 
port, besides noting various places, in whieh the 
sense may suffer from the want of stops, or 
from their being injudiciously placed, 

6th. In addition to sundry errors in editions 
proposed to be mude according to IH. Grine’s 
book, some of the editions have framed the ta- 
bles of contents, according to their respective 
judgments, and not according to the standard, 
which ends with “ ‘The Psaiter, or Psalms of 
David,” not including the metre Psalms. It 
must be evident, that the comprehending of 
any document under the same cover with the 
Book of Common Prayer, does not constitute 
it a part thereof, although set forth under the 
same authority. As much misunderstanding 
and inconvenience may arise from the mis- 
homers stated, the matter is noticed, with the 
hope of its being a caution against the like mis- 
take in future. 

7th. In consequence of information received 
of several editions now proceeding from presses, 
it bas been thought proper to caminumcate te 
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the printers what the reporter has done, under 
the authority given to him to take order. 

He concludes with submitting to the House 
the propriety of establishing a standard book, 
to supersede that of H. Gaine, of which the 
known copies are very few. In the event of 
such a measure, he proposes to the House, 
that an edition be taken from the stereotype 
plates belonging to the Common Prayer Book 
Society of Pennsylvania. A Committee tobe 
appointed by both Houses, to act during the 


WILLIAM WHITE, 
Presiding Bishop. 


On the subject of the above communication, 
the following joint resolution was adopted :— 

Resolved, by the House of Cleriesl and Lay 
Deputies, the House of Bishops concurring, 
that a joint Committee, of one or more Hi- 
shops, to he appointed by the House of Bishops, 
and of three members of the House of Cleri- 
«al and Lay Deputies, to be appointed by the 
Honse last mentioned, be authorized, during 
the recess of the General Convention, to su- 
perintend the printing of an edition of the Book 
of Common Prayer, correcting and supplying 
therein any errors and omissions in the edition 
heretofore established asthe standard book, and 
Introducing a table of the days on which Easter 
will fall for 38 years, being the time of two 
«yeles of the moon, as reported by the presid- 
ing Bishop to this Convention; and that in the 
choice of an edition for this purpose, the said 
<’ommittee, for the sake of greater accuracy, 
xive a preference to one to be printed from 
stereoty pe plates, and authenticate the same by 
their certificate. 

The following joint Committee was acecord- 
ingly appointed :-— 

The Right Rev. William White, D.D. Wm. 
Meredith, Esq. the Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. 
LD. and the Rey. Bird Wilson, D. D. 

The following report was made to the House 
of Bishops by the presiding Bishop :— 

The presiding Bishop reports to the House 
of Bishops, in reference to the Society for Fo- 
reign and Domestic Missions, instituted at the 
last Gencral Convention, that owing, as he sup- 
poses, to the state in which the business of 
that Lody was concluded, neither were the in- 
rended managers constitutionally chosen, nor 
had eny Bishop a right to a seat or a vote at 
their board; although, doubtless, the contrary 
wae supposed to have been provided for by the 
fonvention generally. 

‘The intended managers perceived these de- 

ets, and have not carried the design into el- 

eet. “They have reported their proceedings to 

‘he House of Clerical and Lay Deputies; and 

the presiding Bishop judges it to be sufficient 

ro refer this House to their report. 

‘The following report of the Managers ofthe 
Domestic wnd Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
states of America, was made:— 

‘Lo the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies 
of the General Convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the United States 
if America, 

‘Nhe Managers of the Missianary Society 
Respectfully report, 

That soon sfier the adjournment of the last 
CGegeral Conyertion, they proceeded fo organ- 
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ize themselves as a board for the transaction of 
business. At this time it was discovered, with 
regret, that although the constitution, intended 
for the government of the Missionary Society, 
ea that the presiding Bishop of the 

shurch should be its president, and the other 
Bishops vice-presidents, in the order of seni- 
ority, yet no provision had been made by 
which the Bishops were authorized either to 
sit or vote with the board of managers. This 
circumstance could only be regarded a8 an 
oversight, unintended on the part of the House 
of Clerical and Lay Deputies, and overlooked 
by the House of Bishops, when the constitu- 
tion was before them, and received their appro- 
bation. The embarrassment of the mansgers 
in relation to this subject was much relieved 
when it was ascertained, that the presiding Bi- 
shop viewed the subject inthe same light, and 
that he was willing to sit with the board, and 
preside at its meetings. 

Among the first aets of the managers, after 
they began to execute the highly responsible 
trust reposed in them, was to announce the 
formation of the Society to those institutions in 
England, belonging to our own Chureh, which 
are employed in different ways in promoting 
the interest of the Redeemer’skingdom. Let- 
ters were written to the secretaries of the three 
following societies—“ The Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts;” “The 
Society tor Promoting Christian Knowledge ;” 
and “ The Church Missionary Society.” An- 
swers have been received from the Rev. An- 
thony Hamilton, seoretary of the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and 
from the Rev. Josiah Pratt, secre of the 
Church Missionary Society. Both of the re- 
verend gentlemen, in behalf of the societies 
which they represent, express great satisfaction 
in the establishment ofa Society for missionary 
purposes in the American branch of the Epis- 
copalChureh. Accompanying theletter of the 
Rev. Mr. Hamilton, the six last reports of the 
Society, of which he is the secretary, were re. 
ceived. And at different times, several pack- 
ages have come to hand from the Church Mis- 
sionary Society, containing their reports, mis- 
sionary registers, and other publications, ealcu- 
lated to give intormation upon the subject of 
missions. In one of these parcels were con- 
tained several complete sets af the reports of 
the Society, and of the Missionary Register, 
trom the commencement of its publication, in- 
tended for the use of the Bishops of the 
United States—which have been forwarded to 
them accordingly. It will, no doubt, be grati- 
fying to the Convention, as it was to the mana- 
gers, to learn, that the last mentioned Society, 
as an evidence of its good wishes for our suc- 
cess, has voted an appropriation of two hundred 
pounds sterling, (supposing the Society here 
to be in operation) which awaits the order of 
those who muy be authorized to receive it. 
As these letters may be interesting to the 
Convention, they are herewith submitted. 

At an early period, the managers appointed 
a Committee to devise a plan, by which the 
designs of the Convention might most effectu- 
ally be attained. After due deliberation upon 
the subject, it was thought advisable to prepare 
an address to the members of the Church, in- 
forming them of the measures which had been 
adopted; urging, by suitable considerations, 
the importaut duty of seuding the Gospel to 
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the destitute, and requesting their eo-opera- 
tion, by the formation of auxiliary societies and 
associations. Such an address was prepared, 
and printed in one or two periodical publica- 
tions, when it was discovered thxt, by reason of 
an informality in the mode of our appointment, 
we had been acting without authority. The 
informality referred to will be perceived upon 
referring to the Journal of the last Convention. 

When this circumstance was known, the 
managers were at a loss to determine whether 
they should continue to act under an informal 
appomtment, or suspend all further proceed- 
ings. ‘lo pursue the one course might subject 
them to censure; to adopt the other, seemed 
like abandoning an object in which, they be- 
lieved, the members of the Church felt much 
interested. At this time letters were written 
to the Right Rev. the Bishops, requesting their 
opinion upon the subject. Answers were re- 
ceived from all except the Bishop of New- 
York. Some of them were decidedly in fa- 
vour of our proceeding, while a majority 
thought it inexpedient; this decided the mat- 
ter, and all thought of continuing to act as a 
bosrd, under the authority of the Convention, 
was given up. 

Under the circumstances above described, 
the managers would probably have stayed all 
further proceedings, had not an idea been sug- 
gested, which appeared to promise a happier 
result. It was thought, that if the members of 
the board would consent to form themselves 
into an association, and could obtain the sane- 
tion of the Bishops, they might at least make 
some preparation for their more efficient ac- 
tion at a future day. Letters were accordingly 
written to the absent members of the board, 
all of whom, except Judge Washington, 
readily consented to the proposition, and he 
requested, that if the unanimous consent of the 
board of manegers was deemed essential, that 
his might be considered as given. Nothing 
now seemed wanting but the approbstion of 
the Right Rev. the Bishops to the proposed 
plan. They were written to witha view of 
obtaining it, but in this the managers were not 
successful From this time the board have not 
met, until within a few days, when they were 
ealled together to prepare this their report, 
all of which is respectfully submitted to the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, in Con- 
vention assembled. 

JOHN READ, President. 
R.S. SMITH, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, October 30, 1821. 


To the Rev. George Boyd. 
Church Missionary House, 


London, Sept. 21, 1820. 
Dear Sir, 

I feel much satisfaction in acknowledging 
your letter of the 9th ultimo, and a copy of 
the Journal of the General Convention of the 
American Church. 

“ Our Committee cordially rejoice in the 
formation of the Protestant Episcopal Society 
in the United States for Domestic and Foreign 
Missions.” They accept with pleasure your 
invitation to carry on a correspondence and in- 
terchange of publications with you. Feeling as 
we do the extent and arduousness of the work 
in which we are engaged, to extend the bless- 
ings of the Gospel to a world that lieth in error 


Vou. VI. 


General Convention. 169 


and in sin, we hail with gratitude every auxiliary 
which comes forward to tske part in it. It is, 
however, with peculiar feelings of satisfaction, 
that we witness the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States embody ing itself into a 
Society, for the purpose of concentrating its 
strength and rendering its exertions more effi- 
cient in this holy cause. ‘Though we wish well 
to the labours of other bodies a Christians, to 
extend the Redeemer’s kingdom, vet, as Epis- 
copalians, we especially rejoice in the prospect 
of seeing the churches gathered from among 
the heathen, settled on those foundations which, 
we are persuaded, are at once more scriptural 
and better suited to promote the best interests 
of mankind. 

In testimony of our disposition to impart to 
your Society all the missionary information in 
our power, we are preparing a psck«ge of our 
publications for your use. One parcel is ad- 
dressed to each of the Bishops, which the com- 
mittee request their acceptance of; and the 
remainder we place at the disposal of the ma- 
nagers of the Society, to be made use of in such 
manner as they deem most subservieut to its 
interests. 

Copies of a work containing a summary view 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts, are also sent; as it sup- 
plies most conclusive and eloquent arguments 
in behalf of missions, from authorities which 
members of an Episeopal Church will be likely 
to respect. It was compiled by me chiefly from 
documents in the library of our own Society ; 
and we sre glad of the opportunity of putting 
forth 4 work which might serve the Society in 
its collections throughout the kingdom, and at 
the same time to testify our respect and regard 
to the elder body among us. 

We have received the Episcopal Magazine of 
the United States from January to April, in- 
clusive, and shall be thankful for the numbers 
in continuation. 

A single pemphlet forwsrded through the 
post-office, so done up that the parcel is open 
at the ends, will not be subjected to the full 
postage. I mention this circumstance, as we 
have been sulject to very — charges at the 
post-office, in consequence our friends in 
America not being aware of it. 

1 remain, dear Sir, with much respect, 
ever faithfully yours, 
JOSIAH PRATT. 


P.S. IT should have stated above, that any 
number of the “ quarterly papers” may be ob- 
tained of Mr. Seeley, No. 169 Fileet-street, 
should you wish for more than we have for- 
warded to you. L would just add, that when 
your Society comes into active operation, you 
will, probably, find it advantageous yourselves 
to prepare and put forth such a paper. 


Rev. Sir, 
I am instructed by the Society for the Pro- 
tion of the Gospel in Forcign Parts, to ac- 
scerte the receipt of your letter, announc- 
ing the foundation of the Protestant Episcopal 
issionary Society in the United States, The 
board are anxious to express their earnest 
wishes for the suceess of your Socicty in their 
laudable endeavours; -and to invite further 
communications as opportunities mry present 
themselves. .They beg you to accept, for the 
use of the Protestant Episcops! Misvonary Se 
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ciety of the United States, copies of their six 
last reports, with an assurance of the satisfac- 
tion they have derived from your important 
communication, I am, Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ANTHONY HAMILTON, 
Secretary of the Society, P. G. F. 
No. 42 Castle-street, Leicester Square. 
November 23d, 1820. 


To the Rev. George Boyd. 
Church Missionary House, 
London, July 10th, 1821. 


Dear Sir, 


Bishop Griswold having suggested to me 
ina letter, under date of the 16th November 
last, hut which did not reach me ull the 12th 
uitimo, that the Protestant Episcopa! Mission- 
ary Society in the United States for Foreign 
and Doruestic Missions, is desirous to «vail it- 
self of the offer, conveved ina letter of mine 
to the Bishop, uncer date of July 3ist, 1817, 
to afford pecuniary aid to such an institution on 
its formation, the Bishop’s letter was laid before 
our Committee yesterday, amd they eame to a 
Qnanimous resolution to grnt two hundred 
pounds sterling to the institutson for its effeetive 
establishment. 

You will, therefore, have the kindness to in- 
form the directors of the Society, that the sum 
awaits their appropriation, at such period and 
in such manner as they may deem expedient. 

t have much pleasure in making this com- 
munication, and in assuring you of the cordial 
satisfaction felt by our Committee in thus co- 
operating with their Episcopal brethren in the 
United Staces, in promoting the extension of 
the Receemer’s kingdom among the heathen. 

We hope you receive our registers and 
other publieations regularly. They are for- 
warded monthly to your address, through 
Messrs. Mortal! and W>=tson, Liverpool. 

We shall at ail times be glad t+ hesr of the 
plans and oper:tions of your Society. 

1 remain, dear Sir, faithtully yours, 


JOSIAH PRATT. 


The following directors and secretaries of 
the Missionary Society were duly sppointed— 

Pennsy lvania, the Rev.Jackson Kemper, the 
Rev. James Montgomery, the Rev. Benjamin 
Alleu, Messrs. Richard North, Richard Dale, 
Thomas Hale, John Claxton, Charles W heeter, 
Israel Kinsman, Hugh de Haven, jun. James 
Nixon —Delaware, the Rev Richard D. Hall. 
— Maryland, the Rev. William E. Wyatt, D. D. 
the Rev. John P. K. Henshaw —Virginia, the 
Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. D. the Rev. Wil- 
liam Meade.—North-Carolina, the Rev. Gre- 
gory T. Bedell—South-Carolina, the Rey. 
Christian Hanckell, Lewis L. Gibbes.—New- 
Jersey, the Rev. Abiel Carter.—New-York, the 
Rev. James Milnor, D.D. the Rev. Benjamin 
T. Onderdonk.—Rhode-lsland, the Rev. Sal- 
mon Wheston—Massachusetts, the Rev. 
Thomas Carlile. Secretaries, the Rev. George 
Boyd, Samuel J. Robbins. 

The following resolution was passed :— 

Resolved, Uhat the next Convention shall 
meet on the day, and at the place appointed, 
at the hour of 10 A. M. in order to attend 
the services usually performed at the opening 
ot the Convention. 

ihe Conventioy was closed with prayer, and 
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an address from the presiding Bishop, as de- 
tailed, page 382 of cur last volume. 


Opinion of the House of Bishops given at 
their meeting in the above Convention. 


Concerning the last Rubric in the Communion 
Service. 

The House of Bishops being informed of 
what they consider as a great misunderstanding 
in various places of the rubric #t the end of the 
communion service, think it their duty to declare 
their sense of the same, and to communicate it 
to the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies. 

In the Common Prayer Bock of the Church 
of England, the words in the parenthesis are— 
“if there be no communion.” In the review 
of 1789, it was put—* if there be no sermon 
or communion” —and this has been interpreted 
to mean, that if there be a sermon, what has 
been called the ante-communion service is to 
be omitted. Against this construction the Bi- 
shops object as follows :—- 

Ist. The construction rests on inference, 
deduced in contrariety to the positive direction 
—**Then shall fellow the sermon.” Had an 
exception been intended, it would doubtless 
have been expressed positively, as in other ru- 
bries. Further, the rubric in question pre- 
sev ibes, that “* when there is a communion, the 
minister shall return to the Lord’s Table ;? 
which presumes him to have been there before 
in the ante-communion service, uniess in the 
permitted alternative of some other pl.ce, 

2d. ihe argument on the other side proves 
too much, and therefore nothing. It is said of 
those whourge it, that they conceive them- 
selves bound to use the whole service on a 
communion day; wheress it should be dis- 
pensed with on the same principle on which it 
is supposed to be supersede’ by the sermon. 
On the other hand, if there being either a ser- 
mon or the communion should be thought to 
warrant the omission, can it be, that the Con- 
vention designed to leave in the book the ante- 
communion serviee, with all the Collects, the 
Gospels, and the Episties attached to them, to 
be little more than dead letter; never to be 
used, except on the few oceasions, when the 
said service is unconnected with either of the 
said provisions? For, it is not required to be 
used, either with the morning or with the 
evening prayer. 

3d. ‘There is a rubric, prescribing the place 
in the service, at which notice shall be given 
of holidays, &e. Can it be supposed that a pro- 
vision of this sort was intended to be done 
away, not professedly, but indirectly? and that 
even there should be no provision for notifying 
the communion ? 

4th. It is understood, that the morning 
prayer, and the administration of the commu- 
nion, were designed to be distinct services, to 
be used at different times of the day. Proba- 
bly, at the time of the Reformation, the prac- 
tice was generally conformable to the provi- 
sion ; and it is said to prevail at present in some 
places in England. Now, although theve is pro- 
bably noChurch in the United States of which 
the same can be affirmed, yet, why raise » bar 
against so reasonable and so godly a practice ? 
an effort for which, would reduce the whole to 
the sermon, except when the communion were 
to be administered, ani: then there would be 
the latter part of the sevice only. 
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5th. The construction easts a blemish on the 
observance of every festival of our Church. 
To speak in particulsr of KE. ster Sunday, Whit- 
sund+y, and Christmas Day, ean it be supposed, 
that the Convention intended to sbrogate the 
reading of the portions of Scripture, the most 
pertivent of »ny inthe Bible? or that themem- 
bers of the body were so careless, as not to 
perceive the effect of the word introduced by 
them into the parenthesis? Neither of these 
was the case; although they had not the saga- 
city to foresee the use which would be made of 
their superaddition; a use, which may be ap- 
plied hereafter to the abandoning of the ob- 
servance of those festivals. For why should the 
Church retain them atter dispensing with 
whatever is attached to them in the respective 
services? ‘lhe remark applies equally to the 
two days of fasting ov abstinence—G ood-Friday 
and Ash-Wednesday. It is here supposed, 
that on the former, there are the service and 
sermons in all our churches furnished with the 
ministry. But, according to the opposite opi- 
nion, the sermon dispenses with the recital of 
the consummation of our Saviour’s sufferings, 
and, not only on Good-Friday, but on every 
day of Passion Week, if there be sermons. 
Could this have been intended ? 

6th. There is the magnitude of the change 
thus made in the Liturgy, without the subject- 
ing of the resulting consequences to the consi- 
deration of any General Convention ; for this 
is here affirmed, without the apprehension of 
contradiction from any of the surviving mem- 
bers. The most obvious of the consequences, 
and such as could not have escaped the notice 
of the least attentive, were, the dispensing 
with the reading of the Ten Commandments ; 
the weekly return of which may well be 
thought to have a beneficial effect on morals ; 
and the deranging of a selection of passages of 
Scripture, always supposed to have been made 
with great judgment, and suited to the different 

sasons Of the year. They were of like use in 
the Church before the prevalence of the cor- 
ruptions of the Papacy; have withstood, in 
some measure, its systematic hostility to a ge- 
neral knowledge of Scriptures; and, probably, 
have prevented a greater enormity of unevan- 
gelical error, than what we now find: for al- 
though the selections were in Latin, they were 
at least instructive tothe many who understood 
the language, at a time when, even among that 
description of people, the possession of a Bible 
was rare. To the present day they are held in 
high esteem, not only by our parent Church, 
but by the Lutheran Churches of Sweden, of 
Denmark, of sundry German principalities, and 
of this country. In some of the European 
states, the subject of the sermon is expected to 
be taken from the Epistle, or from the Gospel 
for the Sunday. There seems no reasonable 
objection, in any future review of the Liturgy, 
to the making of some abbreviation, suited to 
the joining of services designed to be distinct ; 
but there may be doubted the expediency of 
making so great an inroad ss that projected an 
the service now in question. 

7th. The ante-communion service continued 
to be used as before by the clergy who were 
present in the Convention, in which it is now 
imagined to have been dispensed with. It is 
confidently believed, that there was not an ex- 
ception of an individual; although, on the other 
side, the major number must be supposed tg 
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have been desirous of the innovation. In the 
interpretation of a law, mmmediate practice un- 
der it has been held to be a good expositor ; es 
pecially when, as in the present case, a con- 
trary sense has not been heard for a long cow'se 


of Pape 
‘he question may occur—why did the Con- 

vention introduce the words, “sermon or,” 
into the parenthesis? It was to reconcile the 
other rubric referred to with frequent and al. 
lowable practice. The said rubric says—* then 
shall follow the sermon.” Perhaps, when the 
service was compiled, there was a sermon on 
every saint’s day, as well as on every principal 
festival. In modern usage it has been other- 
wise; which made it convenient to provide for 
the minister’s proceeding to the blessing. The 
parenthesis means, that although there be no 
sermon, or although there be no communion, 
the minister shall act as directed by the rubric. 

The Bishops, therefore, deem it their duty 
to express the decided opinion, that the rubrics 
of the communion service, as well as other ge- 
neral considerations, enjoin the use of that part 
which precedes the sermon, on all occasions of 
sermon or communion, as well as on those fes- 
tivals and fasts whey neither sermon nor com- 
munion occurs. 


Canon passed at the above Conventian. 


Providing for a new, more complete, and cor- 
rect standard of the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

The edition of the Book of Common Prayer 
to be chosen by the Committee appointed by 
this Convention, and authenticated by their 
certificate, shall, after the publication thereof, 
be taken and received as the standard, with 
which all new editions are therealter to be com-~ 
pared, for the purpose of correction, agreeably 
to the xliii Canon—and so much of the said 
Canon as establishes another standard of the 
Book of Common Prayer, shall thereafter be 
and remain repealed. 

Done in General Convention, in the city of 
Philadelphia, in the year of our Lord 1821. 

By order of the House of Bishops, 
WILLIAM WHITE, 
Presiding Bishop 
Attested, 

William Augustus Muhlenberg, Secretary. 
By order of the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies; 

WILLIAM H. WILMER, President 
Attested, 
Ashbel Baldwin, Secretary. 


—_—_==— 
-~_-——_—_ 


Abstract of the Proceedings of tie 
Thirty-fifth Convention of the Dio- 
cess of New-York, held in Trinity 
Church, New-York, on the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th of October, 1821. 


(Continued from page 152, and concluded.) 


The parochial reports, made to the Bishop, 
and entered on the Journal, agreeably to_ the 
Canons, together with the reports of the Mis- 
siovuries in the diocess, furnish the following 


aggregate :—— é k 
y ee (adults 176, infants 900, not speci 
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fied 485) 1561—Marriages 362—Burials 1182 
—Communicants 5511. 

Of the above, 5 adults and 45 children, of 
those baptized, and between 40 and 50 of the 
communicants, are stated to be Indians. 

The following sums were reported as having 
been coliected :— 

F or the Episcopal Fund, $ 645 42 
For the Missionary Fund, 1232 48 


lhe Bishop, as president thereof, made to 
the Convention the following 


Report of the Committee of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church for Propagating the 
Gospel in the State of New-York. 

The Committee of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church for Propagating the Gospel in the State 
af New-York, report— 

That the following Missionaries are employ- 
ed:—The Rev. Deodatus Babcock, at Buffalo, 
Erie county, and parts adjacent; the Rev. Le- 
veret Bus’, at Oxtord, Chenango county, and 
parts adjacent; the Rev. Samnel Fuller, in Al- 
bany and Greene counties; the Rev. Ezckiel 
G. Gear, at Binghampton, Broome county, and 
adjacent; the Rey. ey Jewett, in 

Vashington county; the Rev. Duniel Nash, in 

Otsego county and parts adjacent; the Rev. 

George H. Norton, in Seneca and Ontario 

counties; the Rev. Amos Pardee, at Manlius, 

Onondaga county, and parts adjacent ; the Rev. 

Marcus A. Perry, Deacon, at Unadilla, Otsego 

county, and parts adjacent; the Rev. Joshua 

M. Rogers, at Turin, Lewis county, and parts 

adjacent; the Rev. Charles Seabury, at Se- 

¢auket and Islip, Long-Island; the Rev. James 

Thompson, in Greene and Delaware counties; 

the Rev. Milton Wileox, Deacon, at Onondaga, 

Onondaga county, and parts adjacent. 

The salaries of these Missionaries are $150 
per annum, except those of the Rev. Mr. Nash, 
and the Rev. Mr. Fuller, who receive a less 
sum, in consideration of gratuities which they 
receive from another quarter. Eleazar Wil- 
jivms acts as catechist and lay reader with the 
Oneida Indisns. Mr. Germt H. Van Wage- 
nen, who, since the death of his venerable 
father, has, for several years, faithfully served 
the Committee as their treasurer, having, 
in consequence of his removal from the city, 
resigned, last summer, that office, the duties 
of it have since heen discharged by his son, 
Hubert Van Wagenen. ‘Their respective ac- 
counts will be laid before you. It appears from 
them that the receipts during the past year 
were $2859 86 cents, and the expenses $2416 
38 cents; leaving a balance in favour of the fund 
of $443 48 cents. But this will soon be ex- 
hausted by the demands of the Missionaries 
upon it for their salaries. And the Committee 
are apprehensive, that, without extraordinary 
supphes, they may be compelled to reduce the 
galaries of their present Missionaries. And 
they deeply lament that they ure unable to ex- 
tend missionary axl to the numerous places 
which demand it. They gratefully acknowledge 
the liberal donations of various Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Societieg, and particularly of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Missiouary Society in the 
State of New-York. By the pious and indefa- 
tigable exertions and contributions of the mem- 
bers of this Society, the funds of the Commit- 
tee have annually received, On an average, an 
atcession of $900. The amncsed abstract of 
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the reports of the Missionaries will inform the 
Convention of the nature of their labours. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

OHN HENRY HOBART, Bishop of 

the Prot. Epis. Church in the Stute of 

New-York, and Chairman of the 

Comnuties. 


Abstract of the Reports of Missionaries. 

The Rev. Samuel Fuller, Missionary in Al- 
bany and Greene counties, reports to the Bi- 
shop as follows :-— 

Soon after my return from Convention, last 
year, proposals were made for my officiating at 
tensselaerville the greater part of the time the 

ensuing year. It was thought that the situation 
ofthe church in this place rendered sucha mea- 
sure highly important. 

When the church was built, principally at 
the expense of a few individuals, and under 
many discouraging cireumstances, it was the ex- 
pectation of the society to be furnished with 
the services of a clergyman the greater part of 
thetime. But, owing to various circumstances, 
which it is not now necessary to mention, it 
has Leen supplied, until within the last year, 
but a little more than half the time. With 
well-established Episcopalians, this circum- 
stance could not have materislly affected the 
prosperity of the society. But, it is to be re- 
membered, that it was composed of people 
who, until within a few years, were wholly un- 
acquainted with the service of the Church; and 
a number of them, although they appeared to 
harbour no hostility tothe Chureh, and joined 
in using the service, yet would not be unwilling 
tounite with a society of another denomina- 
tion, provided there was a prospect of such so- 
ciety’s becoming more numerous and more per- 
manent than the Church. 

Ju this part of the country many societies of 
Christians are very fluctuating. It is a serious 
difficulty with them to provide means to sup- 
port their preachers. ‘These societies have no 
tunds, and their preachers are supported prin- 
cipally by subscription ; and it ts difficult to find 
people sufficiently united in sentiment to raise 
a sum adequate to the support of a preacher of 
any Gne denomination. 

‘aking these considerations into view, it was 
the wish of the Episcopalians that the charech 
might be opened every Sunday, or nearly so. 

Being myself anxious for the prosperity of 
that society, which, under the Divine Head of 
the Chureh, L was instrumental of forming, and 
in some measure of preserving, I consented to 
devote the greater part of my services to this 
church for one year, provided the measure 
should not be disapproved by yourself; and, f£ 
am happy tastate, that the success of this ar- 
rangement has, in a good degree, answered the 
expectations of the friends of the measure. 
The congregation has been respectable, and 
the worship has been conducted with order and 
propriety. It is due to them to say, that, in no 
country church that [ have visited, have I seen 
the worship conducted with more decency and 
order. 

Owing, in part, to an unsett'ed state of reli- 
gious opinion, as it respects some individuals 
who usually attend the church, there have been 
few baptisms, and few additions to the commu- 
nion. But, should the society assume that sta- 


bility which would present a reasonable pros- 
pect of its contiguapce aud increase, there is 





— 


Ey 


5. 
he 


of 


he 
26. 


Al. 
3i- 


ast 
at 
he 
on 
de 


nd 


his 
re 


ar < 
he 
re 


nd 


ho 
en 


nd 
lie 


en 
1u- 
tu- 
IS< 


ie Ta 


June, 1822. 


reason to believe that some, who are now wa- 
vering, will come forward and receive baptism 
for themselves and for their children, and will 
unite with the church in communion at the 
Lord’s Table. 

I have supplied the church in Rensselaerville, 
during the last year, the whole time except four 
Sundays, in which I officiated in Greenville. 
One of these was «t the funeral of the much re- 
spected Major Augustin Prevost. On this oc- 
easion the Rev. Mr. Thompson performed the 
service, and [ preached « sermon to a crowded 
congregation of friends and mourners, who 
came together to pay their last respects to the 
remains of thei friend and benefactor, and 
Christian brother. In Greenville, also, I have 
administered the communion onee, and per- 
formed service, and preached twice on week 
days. 

i exehanged services one Sunday with the 
Rev. Mr.'Thompson, and officiated for him at 
Windham ; and pertormed a third service at 
Lexingtou, and preached to Episcopalians and 
others in the meeting-house of the Congrega- 
tional Society in that place. 

At Rensselserville, besides Sundays, I have 
performed service, and preached on a number 
of other days, as my health and other cireum- 
stances would permit. 

I have preached the Missionary and Episco- 
pal sermons, and collections have been made tor 
the benefit of those funds. 

I have baptized one adult and two children ; 
performed four marriages, and preached at five 
funerals. 

Two persons have been added to the com- 
munion. 

Since the church was organized in this place, 
two communicants have Fed, and two have 
moved out of the place. The present number 
18 twenty-eight. 


Collections in Rensselaervilie. 
Episcopal Fund, Fi 0 
Missionary Fund, 6 0 


The Rev. Steplien Jewett, Missionary in 
Washington county, reports to the Bishop as 
tollows:— 

During the past year, the church in Hamp- 
ton has suffered severely by the death and by 
the removal of several of her members on 
whom she most depended. At our last vestry 
meeting, by agreement between the vestry and 
myselt, my salary, as raised by the parish, 
ceased, and it became optional with me to sus- 
pend my labours entirely, or to officiate occa- 
sionally as might be convenient to myself. The 
latter has been done. The sick have been vi- 
sited, and the dead buried agreeably to the rites 
of the Chureh. Sundays (except two or three 
spent st Hampton on funeral occasions) have 
been chiefly devoted to Granville. 

At this place the affairs of the Church con- 
tinue to wear an encouraging aspect—their 
numbers gradually increase—their zeal is una- 
bated, and harmony and peace prevail. Would 
my health admit of «a longer residence in these 
parts, the parish of Trinity Church, Granville, 
would, ty the help of neighbouring friends, 


give me as liberal a support as | have for several . 


years past received from both parishes. | trust 
the situation of this truly deserving infant pa- 
rish will claim due attention, and that a zealous 


and prudent missionary will speedily be sent 
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her, At the expiration of this year I resign my 
missionary charge in these parts. 

During the past year there have been, in 
Christ Church, Ha:wpton, baptisms (infants) 4— 
burials 10. In Trinity Church, Granville, there 
have been baptisms (adults 3) 10—funersls 2—- 
marriage 1. Added to the communion in 
Hampton 2—died and removed 14. Added to 
the communion in Grauville 11. In this latter 
church there have occurred no deaths or re- 
movals to diminish the number of communi- 
cants. 


The Rev. Joshua M. Rogers, Missionary at 
Turin, Lewis county, and parts adjacent, re- 
ports to the Bishop as follows :— 

Since my last report, | have occasionally 
preached »t Holland Patent, Oneida county, to 
a respectable congregation, which has been re- 
cently organized, and on which too much praise 
cannot be bestowed. Two persons, and they 
in very moderate circumstances, have, by their 
perseverance, succeeded in getting a church 
enclosed, and, L trust, in the course of another 
season, it will be completed. The remainder 
of my time has beeu passed at Turin, and 1 
have the satisfaction to see an increase to the 
chureh, notwithstanding the tide of prejudice 
runs strongly agaiust it. Iu the month of Sep- 
tember, 25 persons came forward to receive the 
rile of confirmation, 20 of whom had been 
brought up and educated in principles directly 
opposite toAhe good old way, 7. e. “* Ecclesia est 
in Episcopo.” Communicants about 30—bap- 
tisms 17—marriages 2—funerals 3. 


The Rev. Daniel Nash, Missionary in Otsego 
county and parts adjacent, reports to the Bishop 
as foliows: 

Not until late in the spring of the ) ear wasI 
able to attend to my missionary duties; and, 
since then, the services performed have not 
equalled those of former years. For about se- 
ven months l was able to preach only once ou 
each Sunday; since then, | have divided the 
time principally between St. John’s, Otsegn, 
Burlington, and Paris. One Sunday I attended 
at Cooperstown, one at Cherry -Valley » and 
two at Richfield, Inthe beginning of the sum- 
mer I visited Oneida, in company with Mr. 
now Doctor Orderson, of the English Church ; 
aud with him administered the Holy Eucharist 
to 40 or 50 of the Oneida nation, and baptized 
five adults, and about 40 children, the greater 
part of which were baptized by him. I after- 
ward visited that Church and baptized nine chil- 
dren. In addition to these, | have baptized two 
children at Paris; two at Verona; one adult 
and seven children at Cherry-Valley; three 
children at Burlington, and one aduit and eight 
children at St. John’s. 

That holy Being who rules all things knows 
whether I shall be able, any ‘urther, to prose- 
cute my missionary labours—the almost con- 
stant pain in my breast renders it extremely un- 
pleasant to speak in public; but, as far as God 
enables me to go, by his grace assisting, I shall 
endeavour to be faithful. 


The Rev. Charles Seabury, Missionary at Se- 
tauket and Islip, Suffolk county, reports to the 
Bishop as follows :— 

It is with considerable pleasure [ address you 
at this time, as | ean assure you of the increas- 
ing prosperity of the churches under my carp, 
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Although this be not as rapid as might be wish- 
ed, yet. a more than common attention to the 
duties of religion hascertainly appeared through 
the last season, both at Setauket and Islip, but 
especially at the former, where, through the 
jast summer, divine service has been much 
more punctually atlendéd than formerly. 

Setauket —Marrisges 5—burials 4—bap- 
tisms 2. ; 

Islip.—My remote situation from ehurch 
prevents much parochial duty except preach- 


mi 


The Rev. James Thompson, Missionary in 
Greene an‘! D Jaware counties, reports to the 
Bishop as follows ;— 

Since my last report, | have performed di- 
vine service 17 Sundays in Windham; 10 at 
Csiro; 11 at South-Duarham ; 1 at Rensselaer- 

ie, in exchange with the Rev, Mr. Fuller; 
Lat Greenville, and four times on week days; 
tat Derby; and 7 at Oak-hill villoge, in Dar- 
ham, where the Rev. Mr. Faller preached 
some years, and organized a church by the 
mame of St. Pvul’s. 1 commenced preaching 
in this society on the 28th of December last, 
on Wednesdays, and have centinued the same 
almost every Wednesday to this time. During 
this time, the sttention ef sinners has been cal- 
led up torealize more the importance of religion 
than at any former period; tour adults have 
heen baptized, and many feel heavy laden with 
che burden of their sins, and are inquiring 
what they shedl doto be saved. A Sunday 
school has been kept here, consisting of from 
40 to 80 scholars, by Mr. Watson, a member 
of our church, whois preparing to become a 
candidate for orders. lt have also preached on 
a week day several timesin Windham, amongst 
she mountains, to parts of this congregation 
which are seuttered at a distance from the 


church, This congregation consists of about 35 


families, and is much depressed by reason of 


ihe debt ineurred in building their church, the 
change of times, and mnistortunes of others. 
They pay but a trifle for the support of the 
ministry; yet the poor have the Gospel 
preached untothem. About 45 communicants 
belong to this church. I have baptized four 
adults and two children, married five couple, 
and attended three funera:.. In some of those 
places where I preach, there is a want of zeal 
and love for the Church of Christ; in others, 
there is a wantof knowledge; in general, there 
is a good attendance on publie worship, but the 
word of God does not seem to touch their 
hearts, and muke them inquire in earnest. 
The churches in Delaware eounty have been 
supplied by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, so that [have 
not visited them. 1 made collection for the 
Missionary Fund. 


The Rev. Mareus A. Perry, Deacon, Mis- 
sionary in Otsego county and parts adjacent, 
reports to the Bishop as follows .— 

in the discharge of missionary duties, my 
services have been principally confined to the 
chureh of Unadilla. When called to the pas- 


toral care of this church, | fourd some local 
disadvantages under which she laboured ; but 
trust, through God’s grace, that they are in a 
great measure removed. ~ Bs 
There appears much unanimity now existing 
among the people, and an anxious desire “ that 
Jerusalem might be as a city at unity with it- 
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self.” On the whole, the church is in a flou- 
rishing state. I have officiated in this church 
twice every Lord’s Day, excepting a few which 
have been devoted to missionary purposes. 
Among the duties which have devolved upon 
me, one no less interesting than important has 
been my anxious concern—the duty of training 
up the young “in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.” To this intent! have catechised 
the young people and children repeatedly in 
the church on the Lord’s Day. In addition to 
this, on the 15th day af May, I succeeded in 
organizing a Sunday school, which I have regu- 
larly attended every Sunday afternoon, when 
at home. Seventy-four scholars are members 
of this school. Your missionary has the pleas- 
ing satisfaction of reporting, that he has met 
with much success and eucouragement, both 
from parents and their children, in his exer- 
tions. Parents manifest an anxious desire, and 
frequently attend at the school, in order to 
hear the recitations, and to assist me in in- 
structing; while a spirit of seriousness and 
piety haus been awakened im the minds of the 
young. ‘The excellent Liturgy of our Church 
has been explained, and her distinguishing 
principles have been inculeated, not only in pub- 
lic, but from house to house. Baptisms (adults 
2, infants 3) 5—burials 3. 

Besides officiating at this church, I have 
preached five times, on different days of the 
weck, in a school house in the upper part of nv 
parish. Ihave also offigiated in the tollowing 
places :—One Sunday, and twice on week days, 
at Franklin. In this place there is a number 
of interesting Episcopal tamilies. One Sunday 
at Windsor, to a numerous congregation. At 
Coventry ove Sunday, and twice on week days. 
Here I catechised the young people and chil- 
dren, and inculeated to parents the interesting 
and important duty of training them up in the 
nuriwre and admonition of the Lord. One Sun- 
day at Paris. One Sunday, and two afternoon 
lectures, at Sangerlield, where are a few Epis- 
copalians. Once at Rome, and once at Sidney. 
Your missionary will take the liberty of further 
reporting, that, some time previous to his call 
to missionary labours, he officiated one Sunday, 
and twice on week days, at Sherburne, where 
are a few families of Episcopalians, and once at 
New-Lebanon. In these places a spirit of in- 
quiry has been excited, and considerable inter- 
est. manifested in favour of our ancient Aposto- 
lic Church. At New-Lebanon, baptized two 
young persons and one infant. During my mi- 
nisterial labours at Windsor, 1 baptized three 
infants, and buried four persons. And at Union, 
in Broome county, I married one couple. Bap- 
- (adults 4, infants 7) 11—marriage l—bu- 
rials 7. 


The Rev. Ezekiel G. Gear, Missionary in 
Onondaga county and parts adjacent, reports to 
the Bishop as follows :— 

After my return home from the Convention 
last year, 1 continued my missionary labours in 
Onondaga, and ‘Tully, and other places, until 
the first Sunday after Christmas, when, receiv. 
ing an invitation from the vestry of the church 
in this place, | paid them a visit, and arrange- 
ments were made for my removal and settle- 
ment among them. It was with peculiar feel- 
ings of regret that I was forced to leave those 
congregations where, | trust, | was, in some 
humble measure, instrumental in building up 
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the Church in the most holy faith. T arrived 
here, with my family, on the 18th of January. 
My attention has since been principally confined 
to this congregation, which, I am happy to in- 
form you, has gradually increased in numbers, 
notwithstanding it has to contend with a strong 
opposition from the dissenters 1 have visited 
Windeor, where I found a respectable congre- 
gation attached to the principles and worship of 
the Church, with all the zeal and “ simplicity of 
gocliness” of the primitive Christians, and it is 
my intention to visit them as often as circum- 
stances will admit. I have likewise occasionally 
performed divine service at the village of 
Greene, in Chenango county, and in the town 
of Union, in which places there are a number 
of families attached to the Church. 1 have ex- 
changed one“Sunday with the Rev. Mr. Bush, 
of Oxford, who officiated for me in this place 

A few weeks since 1 made a tour to the north, 
as far as Onondaga and Tully, and spent a Sun- 
day in each of those places; and it is with plea- 
sure that I would bear testimony to the exer- 
tions and usefulness of the Rev. Mr. Wilcox, 
who has succeedec me in those congre gations. 
Baptisms, during the last year, (adults 3, in- 
fants 10) 13—marriages 2—funerals 10. 


The Rev. George H. Norton, Missionary in 
Ontario and Seneca counties, reports to the Bi- 
shop +s fillows :-— 

In making out a report of missionary services 
for the past year, while I have to regret that 
the result of my labours falls greatly short of 
what had been anticipated, it gives me pleasure 
to state, that, in the several places where | have 
officiated, there has been manifested an inereas- 
ed attachment to the doctrines, discipline, and 
worship of our Church, and an earnest wish 
expressed for a continuance of her services. On 
Sundays L have preached at Waterloo, Seneca 
county, at Vienna, Clifton Springs, and Pal- 
myra, Ontario county, and at Catharine’s- 
Town, Tioga county, and on week days have 
leetured at various places within the bounds of 
my cireuit. In the cifferent churches of which 
lL have had the charge, the Lord’s Supper has 
been administered to about 66 persons, and the 
ordinance of baptism to 20 children and two 
adults. I have also performed four marrivges, 
and attended 16 funerals. 

The more 1 travel over the missionary 
ground in the western section of this extensive 
diocess, the better »m I persuaded that the most 
important benefits will result to the Church, if 
a competent number of labourers can be tur- 
nished for that portion of God’s vineyard. 


The Rev. Leveret Bush, Missionary in Che- 
nango county and parts adjacent, reports to the 
Bishop as follows :— 

Since my last report, my labours in the field 
assigned me as missionary have not been at- 
tended with that success which 1 could have 
wished. | have the happiness, however, to 
state, that the congregations to which I have 
officiated, though no in.portant change has 
taken place in their condition, have been gra- 
dually increasing in numbers, #nd in : ttachment 
to the peculiar doctrines and worship oi the 
Chureh, and, [ believe, in some instatces, in 
evangelical piety and godliness. 

1 have performed divine service in Oxford 
every Sunday, with the exception of two, and 
occasionally | have delivered lectures on Friday . 
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In Windsor I have officiated, on different days 
of the week, six times, and administered the 
communion once; in Coventry seven times, 
and administered the Communion; and, in 
Guilford, three times, where thereis 9 prospect, 
though there are no Episcopalians at present, of 
establishing a church. In addition to these 
services, 1, last month, visited, for the first 
time, a congregation of Episcopalians in Leba- 
non, and performed divine service. This con- 
gregation is composed of Episcopalians from 
that place, Sherburne, Hamilton, and adjacent 
towns, and will, no doubt, with oceasional mis- 
sionary aid, be soon adequate to the erection of 
a church. 

The present number of communicants, in 
St. Paul’s Church, Oxford, is 49. Baptisms, in 
Oxford, infants marriages 2—death 1. Bap- 
tism, in Coventry, 1. In Windsor, baptisms 6. 


The Rev. Deodatus Babcock, Missionary at 
Buffalo, Erie county, and partsadjacent, reports 
to the Bishop «s follows :— 

With the exception of the Sundays hereinaf- 
ter mentioned, l have, during the past year, 
perenne service, on Sundays, regularly at 

uffalo and Black-rock—three fourths of the 
time at the former, and one fourth at the latter, 
a giving lectures on Wednesdays during 

nt. 

The congregation «st Buffalo has considerably 
increased since the completion of the church ; 
and, notwithstanding the many difficulties with 
which a missionary has to contend in this sec- 
tion of the country, I believe my labours have 
been attenced with an ordinary degree of suc- 
cess. Our Sunday school is constantly attended, 
and promises to be useful. 

I have performed service two Sundays at 
Batavia; two at Richmond, Ontario county ; 
one at Nunda, Allegany county ; one at Ham- 
burgh, Erie county; and once at Lewiston, 
Niagara county. 

I have baptized four adults and 20 children. 
Number of communicants in the church at 
Buffalo 20—added six. 


The Rev. Ames Pardee, Missionary at Man- 
lius, Onondaga county, and parts adjacent, re- 
ports to the Bishop us follows :— 

Since my last report, my services on the 
Lord’s Day have been chiefly confined to the 
village of Manlius ard Jamesville; but three 
Sundays I have spent at Lenox, and on one 
have exchanged with the Rev. Mr. Wilcox, of 
Onondaga, and have presehed on funeral ocea- 
sions at Onondaga, the Rapids, and Chittenengo. 

At Jamesville I have, since December last, 

officiated every fourth Sunday; and, on more 
than half the remaining Sundays, have there 
held a third service; and on other days have 
there, as well as in the village of Manlius, often 
visited ‘he people of the congregation from 
house to house. Where, a short time since, 
only ore Episcopal family resided, there a re- 
sp ectable congregation has now been collected, 
and a number of persons of the first reepecta- 
Lility, of information, of wevlth, and of influ- 
ence, have, from principle, attached them- 
selves to the Church; many Pr: yer Books are 
there seen in use; the responses are made with 
much propriety and sclemnity, and the congre- 
gation of worshippers are not only incressing 
in numbers, but also are epparently growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of God, 
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Inthe church in Manlius village | have offici- 
ated on three fourths of the Sundaysduring the 
ast year, on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, 
and Good-Fridsy, and on funeral oceasions; aud, 
during the sammer past, have often called up 
the children and youth for instruction in the ea- 
techisms 

The Church in this place has had many diffi- 
sulties to encounter; but a number of additions 
have been made to the Church, and the latter 
part of the present year has, in a religious px int 
of view, exhibited better prospects than have 
been since | have been in this place. A steady 
perseverance only can prove successful. ‘The 
number of communicants has increased to 74. 
‘Lhe beptisms have heen four sdults, and the 
whole number 18. ‘The burials have been seven. 

At Lenox parish, in addition to the three 
Sundays «already mentione.i, on one Sunday af- 
ter two services in Mantius, 1 there heid athird, 
preached, and administered the Lord’s Supper, 
and a number of times have preached there on 
week days. 

The Church meet on every Lord’s Day. read 
prayers and approved sermons; and a pious 
young layman, who has been there until lately, 
bus taught the children the Church Catechism, 
the Explanation and Enlargement, and has 
taught the youth the Catechism on C.»firma- 
tion. which has been sttended with good ef- 
fects» and some additions have been made to the 
communion. 

Having srranged their pecuniary concerns, 
and always having had the disposition, they now 
find themselves able to «fford some support, as 
formerly, to a minister. 


The report of the Committee for Propagat- 
ihe the Gospel in the State of New-York was 
agcepted hy the Convention. 


There was submitted to the Convention the 
following 
Report of the Trustees of the Episcopal Fund. 
The Trustees of the Fund for the support of 
the Episcopste in the diocess of New-York, re- 
specttully report to the Annual Convention of 
the Protestant Episcoy] Church, that the Fund 
now amounts to the sum of twenty-three thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-six dollars and 
twenty cents; viz. in sund-y bonds and mort- 
gages, being the sume held at the last meet- 
ing of the Convention $17,548 4 
Six per cent. Stock United States, 


Loan of 1813 1,500 0 
Six per cent. Stock State of New- 

York, Loan of 1817 950 0 
Bond of the Rector, Wardens, 

and Vestrymen of Trinity 

Chureh, dsted Nov. 17th, 1820 2,000 0 
Tnterest outstanding on bonds and 

mortgages 642 1 
Cash deposited in the Phenix Bank 1,140 91 
Cash in hand 175 24 





$ 23,756 20 
The Trustees subjoin a list of the bonds and 
mortgages belonging to the Fund; they also 
herewith submit thei account current, and are 
prepared to exhibit the bonds and mortgages, 
and certificates of stock in which the investments 
ere made, 
THOMAS S. TOWNSEND, 
GERRIT H. VAN WAGENEN, 
EDWARD R. JONES. 
o\ere-Forks, October 17th, 1821. 
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Together with the above report, were exhi- 
bited the account current of the treasurer of 
the board, and a list of the bonds on which the 
mouy of the fund is loaned. 

The reportand the accompanying documents 
were accepted and approved by the Conven- 
tion. 

A vyaeancy having oceurred in the Trustees 
of the Episcopal Fund, by the decease of Mr. 
Joshua Jones, it was supplied by the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Henry M‘Farlan. 

Lhe foliowing gentlemen were elected Dele« 
gates to the General Convention :— 

The Rev. Davie Butler, the Rev. Thomas 
Lyell, the Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, the 
Rev. Orin Clark, the Honourable Philip 8. Van 
Revsselaer, Richard Harison, Esq. the Honour- 
able Morris 8. Miller, John Wells, Esq. 

‘Lhe following gentlemen were elected the 
Standing Committee of the Diocess :— 

The Rey. William Harris, D. D. the Rev. 
Thomas Lyell, the Rev. William Berrian, the 
Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, M D. Richard 
Harison, Fisq. William Ogden, Esq. Colonel 
Nicholas Fish, Henry Rogers, Esq. 

The following gentlemen were elected mem- 
bers of the t:ommittee of the Protestant E./pis- 
copal Church for Propagating the Gospel in 
the State of New-York, of which the Bishop 
is, er officio, chairman :— 

The Rev. Thomas Lyell, the Rev. Henry J. 
Feltus, the Rev. John M‘Vickar, Dr. John 
Onderdonk, Thomas L. Ogden, Es. Hubert 
Van Wagenen. 

On motion, it was resolved, that it be, and if 
hereby is recommended, that the address of 
the Bishop of this diocess, dciivered at the an- 
nual Convention, be read by every clergyman 
to his congregation, and, in congregations where 
there is no clergyman, by their lay readers, if 
there be any. 

The amendment of the first article of the 
constitution, by substituting the words, second 
Tuesday in May, for the words, “ third Tues- 
day in October,” approved by the last Conven- 
tion, was confirmed by this, and the article al- 
tered accordingly.* 

Canons passed in this Convention, 1821. 

CANON I. 
Concerning the Missionary Fund. 


Any congregation of this diocess shall be eon- 
sidered as duly complying with the first Canon 
of 1796, although there shall not take place in 
the said congregution the sermon and collec- 
tion prescribed by the said Canon, provided 
there be raised, annually, in the said congrega- 
tion, a contribution to the Missionary Fund 
of this diocess, by means of an association 
formed for that purpose by the members there- 
of, or of subseriptions or donations otherwise 
raisedamong them. But it shall, nevertheless, 
be the duty of every minister, to preach a ser- 
mon, and have a collection made, according to 
the said Canon, if the amount of contribution 
raised in the other modes above specified 
should, in his judgment, render it proper. 

The amount of all contributions by any con- 
gregation, in aid ot the missions of this Church, 





* On the subject of this alteration, and for the 
reason of its not being carried into effect, see an 
article headed “* Convention of New-York,” 
page 158 of our last numter. £d. C.J. 
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shall Le reported to the next suceceding stated 
Convention, and entered on its Journal. 

The Canon of 1813, entitled, *‘ For the In- 
crease of the Missionary Fund,” is hereby 
wenealed 

CANON IL 
Concerning the Episcopal Fund. 

There shall be, annually, in every charch 
sand chapel in this diocess, a sermon preached 
on the rights and duties which are peculiarly 
Episcopal, in which the minister shall lay be- 
lore his congregation the dignity and usefulness 
of the office of a Bishop, and the necessity of 
supporting it by their voluntary contributions; 
which sermon shall be followed by a collection, 
in aid of the Episcopal Fund raised in this div- 
vess, ugrecably to the seoond Canon of 1796; 
che amount of which collection shall be reported 
to the next succeeding stated Convention of the 
dbocess, and entered on the Journal of the same. 
_ The management and care of the Episcopal 
Fund shall be intrusted to the five trustees ap- 
pointed agreeably to a resolution of the Con- 
vention of this diocess of 1818. All money be- 
longing to the said Fund shall be loaned upon 
seeurity of real estate, or invested in stock of 
the United States, or of the State of New- 
York, ov of the City of New-York, at their 
discretion; anc all securities end investments 
shall be taken or made in the names of the said 
trustees, or the survivors of them, expressly 
in trust as part of the said Fund. A statement 
of the said Fund, aml of the securities of the 
sume, shall be exhibited at every stated meeting 
of the Convention, signed by the said trustees, 
or a majority of them. These trusices shall 
hold their office during the pleasure of the Con- 
vention, which shall, from time to time, supply 
all vacancies. 

The Fund thus raised and managed shall be 
permitted to accumulate, without diminution, 
until its aunual profits become adequate to the 
support ofa Bishop; and then, by mutual con- 
sent of the Bishop of this diocess for the time 
being, and the Eonvcatidn, the Bishop shall 
told vo parochial eure, buat shall devate him- 
self entirely to the duties which pertain to the 
i. piscopal office. 

The sceond Canon of 1796, entitled “ Di- 
recting a Sermon to be preached, and a Col- 
fection made for the Episcopal Fund,” is 
hereby repealed. 

CANON IIL 
Providing for a Diocesan Fund. 

Whereas it is indispensable to provide a 
Fund for defraying the necessary expenses of 
the Convention, and particularly the expenses 
wtf chose of the clergy who may have to travel a 
considerable distanee to the place of the meet- 
mg of Convention; it is hereby earnestly re- 
commended to every congregation in this dio- 
cess, to pay to the secretary of the Convention 
thereof, on or before the day of the annual 
neeting of Couvention, a contribution of not less 
than one and a half per cent. on the amount of 
ihe respective salaries of their clergymen, One 
aslf of the amount thus contributed, if neces- 
ary, Shail be appropriated, ander the direction 

f the Couvention, exclusively towards detray ing 
the necessary expenses of clergymen attending 
*he Convention froma distance ; and the remat- 
Jer shall be appropriated to detraying the con- 
‘ingent expenses of the Convention, Provided, 


Vou. Vi. 
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nevertheless, that no clergyman shall be entitled 
to any. provision for travelling expenses, whose 
parish shall not comply with the provisions of 
this Canon. 

Done in Convention of the Diocess of New- 
York, in Trinity Church, in the City of 
New-York, in the month of October, A.D. 
1821. 

JOHN HENRY HOBART, Bishop of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church iu the 
State of New-York, President, 
Attested, , 
Benjamin I. Onderdonk, Secretary. 


The Standing Committee have attached to 
the Journal of the above Couvention the follow- 
ing notice == 

The Standing Committee, finding that the 
several Canons respecting admission to Hol 
Orders are not sufficiently understood, deem it 
proper to publish the following summary 
them :— 


I. Concerning the admission of Candidates. 


1. * Every person who wishes to become a 
candidate for orders, shall give notice of his in- 
tention to the Bishop.” And, ( Canon VII.) 

2. Before he can be admitted as such by the 
Bishop, he roust “ produce to lim a certificate 
from the Standing Committee ;” in order to 
obtain which he must, if not personally known 
to the Committee, lay before them the follow- 
ing testimonial :— 


“ To the Standing Committee of the Diocess 
of New-York. 

* WVe believe that A. B. hath lived piously, 
soberly, and honestly; that he is attached to 
the doctrines, discipline, and worship of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church ; and, further, 
in our opinion, he possesses such qualifications 
as will render him apt and meet to exercise 
the ministry to the glory of God, and tie 
edifying of the Church.’ ( Canon VII) 


Date. 


The Canon does not state by whom this testi- 
monial to the Committee shall be signed ; but 
they will prefer the signatures of the minister 
and vestry of the parish where the applicant re- 
sides; and they will expect the signatures of at 
least one minister, and three respectable lay- 
men of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

3. He must also “ lay before the Standin 
Committee a satisfactory diploma, or certifi- 
cate, from the instructors of some approved 
literary institution, or a certificate from two 
presbyters, appointed by the Bishop to examine 
him, of his possessing such academical learning 
as will enable him to enter advant»geously on « 


course of theology.” ( Canon VIII. of 1820.) 
ll. Concerning admission to Holy Orders. 


1. A candidate, before he can be ordained 
Deacon, must “ exhibit to the Bishop a testi- 
moonial of the Standing Committee ;” in order 
to which he must lay before the Committee the 
following testimonial :— 

* ‘J'o the Standing Committee of the Diocese 
of New-York. 

‘We do hereby testify to the piety, good 


morals, and orderly conduct, for three years 
last past, of A. B. and that he hath not, as 


far as we know and believe, written, taught, 
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or held any thing contrary to the doctrine or 
discipline of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.” ¢ Canon XIL ) 

{ Date.] 


2. A Deacon, before be ¢an be ordained 

riest, must “exhibit to the Bishop a testi- 
monial of the Standing Committce ;” and in 
érder to obtain this, he must lay before the 
Committee, the evidence of the fact, and the 
time, of his ordination as Deacon, and with it, 
a testimonial in the form above recited; exeept 
that the words “fur three years last past” 
must be altered to “ since his ordination as 
Beacon.’ The above testimonial, whether of 
@ candidate to be ordained Deacon, or of a Dea- 
con to be ordained Priest, must be signed by 
* the minister, (if there be one,) fe by [a 
majority of ] the vestry of the parish white 
the applicant resides ;” they having such evi- 
tence as they deem satisfactory, personal 
ae not being éssentiul. ( Canon XIT_) 

ut, 

3. The applicant, whether for Deacons’ or 
for Priests’ orders, “ shall also lay before the 
Standing Committee testimonials to the same 
éffeet with the above, signed by at least one re- 
apectable clergyman of the Protestant Episeo- 
pal Church in the United States, from his per- 
sonal knowledge of the candidate for at least 
one year.” ( Canon XII.) 


N. B. The above regulations apply to ar- 
dinary cases. When peculiar circumstances 
exist, a farther reference to the Canons will 

_ show the course to be pursued. 


Communications to the Standing Committee 
may be addressed to the Seeretary, the “ Rev. 
Henry U. Onderdonk, to be lett at No. 50 
Vesey-street, New-York.” 


The list of clergy of the dioeess contains the 
games of the Bishop, 65 Presbyters, and 15 
Deacons, besides that of a Presbyter of Ver- 
mont, who officiates‘one third of bis time in 
this diocess, It is also stated that Mr, Eleazar 
Williams, a young man of Indian extraction, 2 
candidate for holy orders, is licensed by the Bi- 
shop as a lay-reader and eatechist, to officiate in 
the Mohawk language, in St. Peter’s Church, 
Oneida Castle, Oneida county, the congrega- 
tion of which is composed of Indians; and em- 
ployed by the Committee for Propagating the 
Gospel in the State of New-York in those ca- 
pasities, and likewise as a schoolmaster among 
the Indians. 

biog number of congregations in the diocess 
ig 124. 

—e 


¢ The following address of Bishop Bowen,drawn 
up im compliance with a request of the Con- 
vention ef the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of South-Carolina, is appended to the Journal 
of the Proceedings of that Convention held in 
February last. We did not intend to publish 
it until it could be inserted in its proper place 
in the abstract of those proceedings, which 
will appear in our next number. ‘Lhe im- 
portance however of the address itself, the 
srresistible manner in whieh the claims of the 
seminary are urged, and the calls now about 
to be made on E,piscopalians in aid of the in- 
stitution, have induced us to depart from our 
original intention, and to give ita place in the 
mrestnt number. } 


Bishop Bowen’s Address on Behaif of the 
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Address on behalf of the Protestant Epis» 
copal Theological Seminary, to the Mem- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal Churci, 
in South-Caroltna. 


BueTuReN, 


A resotution of the late Convention af 
our Church, in this state, embraced, as 
you will have found in the report of a 
Committee of that body, specially ap- 

oimted to consider and report on the sub- 
ject, has made it my duty to address you 
in behalf of the seminary instituted by 
the General Convention for the education 
of young men to the ministry. This in- 
stitution, as you have already learned, has, 
by a late happy arrangement, made with 
great unanimity by a special meeting ot 
the General Convention, been removed 
from New-Haven to the city of New-York, 
where a liberal bequest of the late Jacob 
Sherred, Esq. of that city, together with 
funds which had been created by the 
Convention of the diocess of New-York 
for a seminary of its own, will be appro- 
priated to its support, and where, conse- 
quently, we trust, it has now obtained a 
permanent local habitation. 

The generous benetaction which the af- 
fectionate zeal of Mr. Sherred for the 
Church has occasioned, opens anew source 
of encouragement to the hopes and eftorts 
of the friends of the important interest in 
behalf of which it has been made, and 
authorizes the strong presumption, that 
it will now flourish and prosper with the 
glory of the Lord conspicuously inscribed 
upon it. Hitherto, no small discourages 
ment has been inseparable from the diffi- 
culty of inducing sucha cencert ef opera- 
tions, and such unity of opinion and feel- 
ing, with respect to various matters con- 
nected with the erection of a general semi- 
nary of theological education, as would 
ensure a useful efficacy to any individuat 
contribution to its funds. ‘Fhis is now 

happily removed. The provision of Mr. 
Sherred is a sure foundation, on which it 
remains for the members of the Church 
at large to erect their own superstructure, 
and on which, whatever is placed, will 
rest, with all the security of good that in 
human enterprizes and undertakings can 
be reasonably expected. The call of the 
Church, therefore, on its members, the 
general reasonableness and propriety of 
which could never have been questioned, 
is now enforced by every circumstance ne- 
cessary to the satisfaction of those to 
whom it is addressed. The seminary with 
the means now possessed must exist. It 
must impart, in some degree, at least, the 
benefits of a regular, systematic, ministe- 
rialeducation. Still, its resources must 


be inadequate to the good which every 
member of the Church must desire, that 
of extending those benefits through all 
het borders, and from the centre to the 
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remotest circle of her influence, without 
that. assistance from the Church at large, 
which in every instance in which it is ren- 
dered, may now confidently be expected to 
be efficacious towards the important end 
contemplated. It is for such assistance, 
therefore, that an appeal is now made to 
the love of God and man, in the mind of 
every member of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in this state. It is an appeal 
which cannot, we trust, be made in vain, 
It must awaken considerations in every 
mind to which it is brought, that will for- 
bid it to be indifferent to its success. 

Brethren, behold the Church, ia whose 
bosom your fathers fell asleep, and were 
gathered to their fathers, the Church in 
which you enjoy the happy privileges of 
members of Christ, children of God, and in- 
heritors of the kingdom of heaven; behold 
the Church, for whose true interest and 
honour you cannot byt cherish the moat 
animated concern; behold it in danger, 
in some not distant dlay perhaps, of dis- 
traction in its councils, diversity in its 
doctrines, schism in its government, for 
want of such community of sound educa- 
tion among its ministers as will lead them 
to act, and teach, and minister in all 
things which become them on sound com- 
mon principles, and with common feel- 
ings worthy of their office. To the unity 
of this household of faith, so honourable 
in its character, so beautiful in its system, 
so worthy of that Divine Head and Lord, 
with the garment of whose righteousness 
it is clothed, to the unity of this one body, 
of which you being many are members, which 
of you can be indifferent, without dis- 
honour to your calling, and the conscious- 
ness of the displeasure of him, in whose 
honour and glory you know and feel, 
that all your religious sensibilities should 
centre? 

It is also a consideration which the 
appeal now made must call into_ influ- 
ence in its favour, that a more effectual 
and a more generally attainable education 
for the ministry of our Church is indis- 
pensable, in order that its honour may 
not suffer, and its influence be lost, 
amidst the general advancement and pros- 
perity of the various other interests of 
life and of society, crowning them with 
splendour and distinction, The name and 
character of our country have progressive- 
ly gained upon the honour of the proudest 
nations of the other hemisphere; and the 
tribute, however reluctantly, has been 
rendered to the successful zeal with 
which the arts of elegance, as well as con- 
venience, and all that is useful and honour- 
able in science, have been prosecuted in 
this comparatively new scene of action to 
the buman powers. Has the character of 
the Christian ministry in the Church (of 
which, humble as may be its condition, 
e are proud to assert our membership ) 
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maintained its correspondent rank, and 
secured its proportionate increase of ho- 
nour? is @ question which we know not 
that we can confidently solve in the affir- 
mative. May not the apprehension be en- 
tertained, that in this respect the circum- 
stances which arose, on the dissolution of 
the national relations which constituted 
our Church part of that of the parent 
country, have long operated a gradually 
deteriorating effect! Has not, therefore, 
the time fully come which calls for an ef- 
fort of no ordinary kind, that we may re. 
fiect the light of a character back to that 
Church which may cause her, if not to glory, 
at least not to be ashamed in the remem- 
brance that we come out fromher ? You wilt 
not hesitate to admit, my Brethren, that 
without other means and opportunities of 
ministerial education than we now possess, 
(notwithstanding here and there a splen- 
did instance of excellence, in spite of al} 
our disadvantages, extorting admiration 
end honour) it is in vain for us to hope 
for this. And ig it not equally vain that 
we should hope to escape without them 
the dishonour that must be refiected on 
our Church, from a ministry too little fur- 
nished for their Master’s work, and too 
little qualified to get honour upon his 
cause by their assertion of his truth against 
its gainsayers, or their defence of his 
Church against such ag oppugn its faith, 
and reproach its institutions ?-~ 

As yet, perhaps, we feel not this evil; 
for, as yet, | know not that we are ired 
to admit any insufficiency, other than is 
common to human infirmity, in the general 
body of our ministry, to the duties which 
attach to it, or any defect of character 
which can subject it to contempt. On the 
contrary, we cannot but see great cause 
of thankfulness to him who ig Head over 
all things to his Chureh, that he has caused 
the desire to take upon them this office and 
ministry, to possess the hearts of men sq 
generally willing to urge their way 
through all the difficulties and obstacles 
which lie in the path of preparation for 
its work, and so able to surmount them 
with honour to themselves, and credit to 
their calling. But, is it possible for us, at 
the same time, not to perceive the dan. 
ger of this evil with which existing cir- 
cumstances so seriously threaten us? The 
number of our ministers, you are abun. 
dantly aware, is insufficient for the work 
which Providence seems to have prepared 
for them. While each, therefore, in every 
station, has a portion of this work allotted 
to him, equal, and much more than equal 
to his individual time and strength, who 
shall be found to render the attention to 
those, seeking to be qualified for thie 
work, which will effectually aid them to 
become able and apt for it, according to 
the increasing demands and expectations 
of a community continually advancing 
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with an almost unexampled rapidity, at 
once in religious knowledge, and in all li- 
terature, science, and refinement ? 

But Lt feel, Brethren, that I need not in- 
sist on the obvious considerations which 
justify the demand on the love of Christ 
and his Church, in the minds of his people 
within our communion, in behalf of which 
Laddress you. Let me only further re- 
mind you, that it is not in reason to be ex- 
pected, that half the number of labourers 
requisite for the field which Providence 
here has opened, and is continually open- 
ing, can be procured without an institu- 
tion such as that which is contemplated. 
Gratuitous education for the ministry, 
and a gratuitous maintenance during the 
season of such education, is among the ob- 
jects for which it is desired, by its means, 
as far as possible to provide; that thus 
encouragement may be extended to many, 
willing to dedicate themselves to the work 
of Christ, in the service of the sanctuary, 
for want of which they may be compelled 
3nto other occupations, and lost irretriev- 
ably to this. 

With such considerations, then, (on 
Which I have been fearful to enlarge) to 
enforce its claim, may I not have rightly 
said, as I have said, that the object con- 
templated cannot address itself in vain to 
the people of our communion? Can they 
be insensible to the benefits to be expected 
from its accomplishment, so unspeakably 
desirable and important? Can they, how- 
ever widely scattered and separated, be 
jndifferent to the common interest: and 
welfare of that one body which, minister- 
ing to every part its supply of life and 
power, demands of every part alike, its 


faithful ministration to the necessities of 


the whole? Can they be imsensible to the 
honour of the Church, of which they are 
members, as consisting so essentially in 
the character of those in it who minister 
and serve the altar? Can they be unwil- 
ling that here there should be burning and 
shining lights, in whose light all may re- 
joice and confide to guide and cheer them 
sn the path of immortality? Can they re- 
fuse to minister to God’s glory, of the 
ability which God giveth, and share with 
one another the honour of setting forth 
that glory in the character and labours of 
a ministry “rightly instructed into the 
kingdom of heaven” —thoroughly furnished 
tor their work, and so qualified to assert 
and maintain the truth as it is in Jesus, as 
to teach the wisest and the greatest 
among whom it is their lot to serve their 
Master, to reverence his name, and seek 
the salvation that is in him? San they be 
so unmindful of the interests of the 
young, as to feel nc anxiety, that they 
should have a character of Christian mi- 
nistry before them, calculated, as they ad- 
wance into maturity, to inspire them with 
the reverence necessary to win or constrain 


their sober and considerate regard to the 
things of God and heaven? Or, can it be 
possible for any mind to overlook the ob- 
vious danger of contempt and neglect, on 
their part, of all that is sacred and eter- 
nal, justified by a reference to too little 
instructed teachers and ministers of such 
things ? 

Brethren, on a subject which so readily 
bespeaks its own interest in the hearts of 
the friends of Christ and his cause, Ihave 
said more, perhaps, than was necessary. 
Let me crave your indulgence, for seeming 
to importune your attention, to that from 
which you would not be thought willing 
to withhold it. It is manifestly, too mani- 
festly to need to be proved, a great in- 
terest of Christianity, and of the Church 
founded in its doctrine, that means should 
be provided here, such as in all other 
churches and religious communities are 
provided, for the more complete and sys- 
tematic instruction of those who dedicate 
themselves to Christ as his ministering 
servants. Who would not rejoice in putting 
it forward to the utmost of his power‘ 
IVho can seriously contemplate it, and not 
perceive in it one of those occasions of 
contributing, while it is in the power of hix 
hand to do sa, to the promotion of the Di- 
vine glory and human happiness, which, 
worthily improved, must leave its beatify- 
ing influence in our bosoms, against that 
day of our necessity, when we shall turn 
dissatisfied from every thing, the thought 
of which cannot cheer and animate our 
spirits in their preparation for eternal 
scenes ? 

In behalf and by desire of the Coavention. 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, 


—a 
Lhe Addvess of the Board of Directors of 


the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 

eiety of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in the United States of America, to the 

Members of the said Church. 
Brethren, 

We respectfully state to you, that we have 
entered on the trust committed to us by the 
late General Convention, and now solicit your 
henefactions for the carrying of their design 
into effect. 

We refer, for a developement of the views 
of the Convention, to the constitution of the 
society, to be wppendeil to this report; from 
which it will appear, ‘that there are the two 
objects of Domestic and Foreign. Missions. 

Had no other than the former been attempt- 
ed, there would have been a wide range for the 
tisplay of zeal and of endeayour. It is probu- 
bly known to those wino will be the readers of 
this address, that there was a time, within the 
memory of many living, when, in consequence 
of the troubles of the Revolutionary, War, con- 
curring with the want of the means.df continu. 
ing the’ ministry among ourselves, the far 
greater number of our congregations were 
destitute of pastors; and, indeed, in a state ans 
proaching to annihilgtian. Althaygh, yndes 
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the blessing of God, there has been a gradual 
revival of the administration of the ordinances ; 
yet, to this day, in the Atlantic states, there are 
numerous districts, in which a considerable pro- 
ortion of the people is Episcopal, while yet an 
{piscopal ministry is unknown among them; 
owing partly to the circumstance, that the 
number of the ordained is unequal to the de- 
mand ; but principally totheir being aseattered 
people, not likely to be benefitted by any other 
than a missionary ministry; until, by excite- 
ment thus made, and by consequent increase, 
the inhabitants shall be competent to the sup- 
porting of a ministry of their own. his has 
deen found, in many instances, to be the effect 
of the occasional visits of a zealous missionary. 

It adds immensely to the necessity of the 
present call on your beneficence, that while the 
uetive members of our church have been oecu- 
pied in repairing the decayed ways and renew- 
ang the Paty sna buildings of our Zion, new 
prospects have been opening on them west- 
ward, in immense territories, in which the 
Church is to be reared, if at all, from its foun- 
dations. It has been distressing to the hearts of 
those prominent in our ecclesiastical eoneerns, 
that for some years past they have received 
euntinual and earnest requests for ministerial 
supplies, which there were no means of meet- 
ing. Some aid has been afforded. Ithas been 
very small; but the thankfulness with which it 
was received, the excitement consequent on it 
among those destitute members of our commu- 
nion, and its efficiency beyond proportion to 
what was bestowed, present pleasing presages 
of what may be expected from the combined 
energies of our Church throughout the Union, 
prudently direeted, and sustained by the libe- 
rality of its members generally. — 

We stand in a relation to our brethren in the 
new states, not unlike to that in which, before 
the Revolution, the Episcopal population in the 
Atlantic provinces stood to their parent Church 
in England. What was then the condact of 
that Church towards the forefathers of those 
who are now invited toimitate them in their 
beneficence? It was, that she extended her fos- 
tering care to her sons in their migration to the 
then uncultivated wilderness of the new world ; 
and that she organized a society, in which the 
prelates took the Jjead, being sustained by the 
most distinguished of the clergy and of the laity 
over the whole realm. Although their aids 
were discontinued with the acknowledgment of 
the independence of this country—~a limitation 
to which they were restricted by the conditions 
of their charter; yet, the good achieved by 
them is felt in its consequences to the present 
day. To provinces planted by members of the 
established Church they extended no aid; nor 
was there occasion for any, there being provi- 
sion made in them by legislative assessments. 
But in the provinces in which the Episcopal 
portion of the population was thin, and other 
forms of profession prevalent, we sbould at this 
time be destitute of the means of worshipping 
(sod agreeably to the dictates of our con- 
sciences, or, rather, there would have been 
Jong since lost all the traces of the peculiar 
institutions of our Apostolic Church, had it not 
been for the fostering care of the said vener- 
able body, and for the expense to which the 
rmaembers of our communion in the parent land 
voluntarily subjected themselves. ‘The time is 
‘egme, when gratituvte and honour, in concur- 
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rence with zeal for what we conceive to be the. 
truths of Scripture, urge us to repay the bene- 
fit; not to the bestowers of it, who neither 
claim nor stsnd iu need of a return; but by the 
supply of the spiritual wants of those who 
have migrated from onr soil, as our forefathers 
migrated from the land of their nativity; and 
who would doubtless have been objects of the: 
beneficence of the Church which is our com- 
mon parent, but for the severance which has 
taken place in the course of Divine Providence... 

In sending forth the present address, we de- 
vive great encouragement from the recently 
begun exertions of another society, created 
with a view to education for the ministry. 
Heretofore, the want of pecuniary means was 
not the only hindrance to the sending of Mis- 
sionaries to our distant brethren. “Vhere was 
another in the scarcity of ministers; and, un- 
der this privation, our only resource was that 
of which we have an example in the holy Au- 
thor of our religion— the praying of the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would send forth labour- 
ers into his harvest” Withinthese few years, 
there was projected a plan which, besides ad- 
vantage to the Church generally, was contem- 
plated as likely to supply the want now de- 
plored. This expectation was strengthened by 
the satisfaction expressed by our members ge- 
nerally, on account of the projected seminary- 
Nevertheless, and although there have been 
good beginnings of a theological education un- 
der able protessors, some embarrassment arose 
from a diversity of views for the realizing of 
the expectation of the public; and this is ne 
more than was natural, because of the partiali- 
ties resulting from local and accidental cireum- 
Stances, among members of a communion over 
so wide an extent of country. The degree of 
harmony in which this diversity became ab- 
sorbed during the late General Convention, is 
a promising presage of the future prosperity ot 
the newly organized seminary, under the name 
of “ The General Theologieal Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America.” Among its benefits we 
anticipate, as not the least, its supplying of mi- 
nisters to states which had not risen into exist- 
ence when this Church was organized ; the im- 
mensely increased population of which has ad- 
ded proportionally to the strength and respecta- 
bility of our civil Union; and ought, therefore, 
to be looked to for an extension of the doc- 
trines, of the worship, and of the discipline ot 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, within the 
same bounds, 

W hile we represent in this important point of 
view the wants of the members of our own 
Church, we do not overlook the other branch of 
our trust; from which it may be gathered, that 
the Convention contemplated the giving of a be- 
ginning to efforts simultaneous with those ot 
other denominations of Christians, for the ex- 
tending of the light of the Gospel to the benight- 
ed heathen. There is no fact more remarkable 
on the tace of the Bible, than that the Gospel is 
to be preached to all nations: this having been 
announced by the Saviour in person, and by his 
Aposties after his crucifixion. Judging from 
what we know of the eyurse of Providence, 
operating through the intervention of second 
cuuses, we are led to conclude, that these pre- 
dictions will be faltilled by human endeavours, 
under the government of Divine Grace. 

. Here opens on us a suliect which eannct be, 
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contemplated without gricf, on account of the 
inefficiency of measures formerly pursued for 
the extending of the kingdom of the Redeemer; 
and especistly their contraricty to the benefi- 
ent spirit which it breathes. ‘The sword and 
the cross have been displayed in unnatural al- 
liance, in wars professediy made for the sub- 
yecting of nations to the sceptre of the Prince 
of Peace. The effect has been, either the ge- 
nerating of enmity against a religion attempted 
to be obtruded by violence; or, the establish- 
ing of the same religion in name, but disfigured 
by corruptions subversive of the spirit of its in- 
stitutions. It was not thus that the faith in 
Christ had been propagated, when, within a few 
years aiter the Apostles, its apologists appealed 
to the known fact, that, independently on bu- 
man policy or force, it had reached the utmost 
limits of the then known world. 

Without the din of war for the extension of 
the Christian cause, there have been settle- 
ments made in the neighbourhoods of heathen 
nations, apparently Opening avenues for the en- 
trance of the truths of the Gospel ; while, the 
objeet being gain and the increase of commerce, 
there has been inefficiency as to the other ob- 
ject, which became a matter of little or of no 
eoncern with the settlers. ; 

Even wheo a mass of people, of whom a 
considerable proportion were consistent Chris- 
tians, have been seated in like vicinities of the 
heathen, their position to one another has been 
such, that the latter have known little of the 
other, besides the vices, and especially the 
fraus of those who bore the name, and to 
who, from circumstances connected with the 
arrangement of civil life, their intereourses 
were confined. ‘This is especially discernible ia 
our own country; in the relation in whieh, 
from the infancy of our settlements, we have 
stood tothe Indiwm tribes on our frontier. For, 
although efforts have been made, and not alto- 
gether without effect, as well by the Church of 
England as by other denominations, for the 
evangelizing of these tribes, yet the good has 
been greatly overbalynced by the mass of vice 
generated by our commercisl communications, 
which our public councils have not hitherto 
been able to regulate or to restrain. 

Of late years, under verv different cireum- 
stances, and generally in a very different spivit 
from the above, there have been put forth en- 
deavours for the eonveying ef the Gospel to 
heathen nations. It has been by presenting the 
books of Seripture in their different languages ; 
and by sending to them Missionaries, whose 
views are detached from all the coneerns, alike 
of temporal sovereignties, and of spiritual do- 
mination interfering with civil duties; and who 
cannot have any other object, than that of 
making their converts the subjects of “ a king- 
dom not of this world” Who ean caleulate 
the effeets of this new plan for the evangelizing 
of the world?) And who ean tell, whether it 
rmay not be the expedient in the counsels of Di- 
vine Wisdom, for the fulfilment of the promise 
to the Messiah, of ** giving him the heathen for 
hhisinheritance, andthe utmost parts of the earth 
tor his possession?” or of hasteni:.g the time, 
when, in the language of the New Testament, 
“the fulness of the Gentiles shall have eome 
ip.” 


But why should this be reckoned altogether 
a problem, when there has already begun and 
weagressed a series of eyents, pointing to the 


{No. Gz 


consummation so desirable? Already, the 
peaceful preaching of the Gospel has made m- 
reads on the superstitions of Bramah and of 
Budda ia Asia. Already, in Africa, many of 
her sable children are assembled under pastors, 
wko break to them the bread of life. And, al- 
ready, the uniting of religion and civilization 
hus made the beginning of a rescue of the inha- 
bitants of our western wilderness, from the 
atrocities of their savage state; and of opening 
their eyes to a due esteem of the arts and the 
enjoy ments of civilized life; under yo ciream- 
stances, however, without a proportionate es- 
teem for those truths, those precepts, and 
those promises which can be learned only fron: 
the Bible. 

It isa remarkable fact, tending to sustain the 
sentiments which have been delivered, that 
there has lately appeared, in various countries, 
a teal for missionary labours, beyond any thing 
of the same spirit since the age of the first 
preaching of the Gospel. Many and great are 
the dangers to be encountered, and many and 
great are the privations to be submitted to, 
in the prosecution of such designs; and yet the 
ardour, far from being damped by discourage- 
ment of this sort, is on the increase. In the 
beginning, there may have been no unreason- 
able apprehensions, that the fire would expire 
after a transient blaze; but many year's have 
attested pot only the sincerity, but the perse- 
verance of the men, who had thus devoted 
themselves to the going out into the highways 
and hedges of pagan idolatry, at the cost of en- 
countering any hardships, and of being for ever 
separate in this world from the endearing in- 
tercourses of kindred and early attachments. 
Is there not in this what may not improbably 
be an indication of the approach of the time, 
when there shall be a verifying of the promise 
—from the rising of the sun, even unto the 
going down of the same, my name shall be 
great among the Gentiles?” 

Let it not be imagined, that however deep 
our conviction of its being the duty of profess- 
ing Christians, to contribute to the spreading of 
the light of the Gospel over the world, in pro- 
portion as opportunity may be presented and 
means enable, we contemplate this object in a 
severance from the moral eultivation of man- 
kind. We know what is said, with truth, of the 
eontrariety between f*ith and practice, in a 
great proportion of professed Christians. © And 
we know what is said, without truth, of the 
competency of the light of Nature, to direct 
men to the duties which they owe to one ano- 
ther, and to the most essential of those which 
they owe immediately to God, Under the for- 
mer head, the appeal may be made to a com- 
parison of Christian states, the lowest in the 
moral scale, with those of heathenism in the 
highest; and under the latter, to the bloody 
rites of pagan worship prevalent at the present 
day. In particular, human sacrifices offered to 
pretended gods, are mournful monuments how 
little ean be achieved by human reason, for the 
offering to God of the honour due to his great 
name; further than as that faculty hus been 
enlightened by revelation, either traditionary 
from the origin of our race, or by communica- 
tions, from time to time, under the influence of 
inspiration. And, if an appeal should be made 
from the condition of barbarism, to that of the 
reign of philosophy and improvements in eivi! 
iife, it will et detract from the argument, but 
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rengthen it; since no degree of cultivation 

as had the least control over the most de- 
grading of the forms of idol worship, or over 
the general corruption of manners, by which, 
under all circumstances, it has been attended. 

From many instances which might be men- 
tioned of the opposite characters of these dif- 
ferent states of soeiety, we select, as one of the 
most prominent, the different estimation in 
which the female character is respectively held 
under them. It is a fact too glaring to be de- 
nied, that in no country, either in ancient 
times or in the modern, where the sound of 
the Gospel is not heard, is woman placed in a 
grade, which renders her a rational companion, 
or possessed of rights secured to ber by equal 
law. In this single circumstance, there is a 
cause which has a material operation on all the 
concerns of mankind, civil and domestic; and 
in forming the personal characters of all the in- 
dividuals of a community, in their progress 
from infanéy to manhood, It is, in a great mea- 
gure, the hoe of discrimination between civil- 
ized society and barbarism. For the latter may 
exist, in various degrees, with the cultivation of 
science and of the arts; go that, where the ho- 
nourable species of equality here referred to is 
unknown or disregarded, it must be to the in- 
jury of all the charities of sociab life, 

‘or these reasons, we assign its due import- 
ance to the secondary branch of the constitution 
of the society, while we conskler the other a9 
its more immediate object. For in comparing 
the claims of the great fields of labour within 
the bounds of our tederal compact, and of those 
exterior to it, there was felt the conviction of 
the preponderance of the former, because of 
the more immediate relation in which they 
stand to us, and because of the greater eth- 
ciency which is likely to be the result of com- 
rounity of language and manners; the greater 
ease of perpetuating the knowledge of revealed 
truth, where, although on the decline, it is net 
absolutely lost, than where it isto be begun; 
and the less expense in the sending and the 
maimtaining of Missionariesin the former cuse, 
than in the latter. Nevertheless, as t appears 
that the good providence of God is opening 
new prospects of the bringing of heathen peo- 
ple within the pale of the Church of Christ ; 
and, as pious persons, among ourselves, have 
declared their ardent wishes in favour of an 
opening of this ehanne! for their liberality, the 
Convention have complied with so pious a mo- 
tion; at the same time, judging it a dictate of 
religious prudence, to leave to every subseviber 
to choose, if he should entertain a choice, be- 
tween the two purposesdetined. Accordingly, 
this is provided for by the seeond article of the 
constitution, 

it may contribute to the purpose of this ad- 
dress, to refer to the advantageous change made 
im the constitution at the late Convention. In 
the first effort for the organizing of the society, 
there was the danger of its wearing of the com- 
plexion of a local institution, whieh would have 
materially affected its support and its opera- 
tions. {It was not easy to avoid this imperfec- 
tion, because of the necessity of there being a 
focal wgency ready te act, and easily eonvoked 
on concerns requiringimmediate attention. By 
improvements lately made, the evil is thought 
to be guarded against. We refer to the 3d, 5th, 
6th, and 8th articles of the constitution; which 
provide, that the cast of character of the mea- 


sures shall be given at an annual meeting, ex- 
pected to be attended by a respectable number 
of members not resident at the seat of the 
meetings of the directors; that there shall he 
a trienniat meeting, coincident with every 
stated meeting of the Convention, who may 
give a still more decided cast to the proceed- 
ings ; that the appointment of Missionaries, and 
the formation of auxiliary societies, shall be at 
the said annual meetings ; and that the consti- 
tuted authorities of the several diocesses shalt 
have the control over any Missionaries who 


may be sent within their respective bounds, and _ 


ever any sums of money which may be granted 
to them, 

We conclude, in the spirit of the conclusion 
of the constitution, by inviting all the members 
of our Church to put wp the prayer there sug- 
gested, for the blessing of God on the concern 
committed to our trust ; not doubting that the 
effect of such a prayer, habitually put up tothe 
throne of grace, will so interest the affections 
of the supplicants, as to ensure their contribut- 
ing of reasonable portions of their substance, 
for the accomplishing of so esiimable an object 
of their desire. Especially, if such persons 
should have felt the check of the admonitions 
of the Gospel on their consciences, of its conso~ 
lations under the various vicissitudes of life, and 
of the bright prospects which it opens beyond 
the darkness of the grave; they will cheerfully 
bestow their proportionate aids, for the ex- 
tending of those benefits to regions where they 
are now unknown; to the retaining of them in 
districts in which they are in danger of being 
lost in an increxsing dissoluteness of manners , 
in short, in contributing to the reign of truth 
and righteousness, and thus leading on to the 
accomplishment of .he object of the petition en- 
joined on us for daily use—** the doing of the 
will of God on earth, as it is done in heaven.” 

By order of the Beard of Directors. 
WILLIAM WHITE, President. 


The Constitution of the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society of the Protestunt 
Episcopal Church in the United States o} 
America. 


ir. 1.—T his institution shalt be denominated 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the Umted States of America. 

Art. 11.—lIt shall be composed of the Bishope 
of the Protestant Episcopal Chureh, and of the 
members of the House of Clerical and Lay De 
puties of the General Convention of the suid 
Chureh, for the time being; and of such other 
persons as shall contribute, by subscription, 
three dollars, or more, annually, to the objecta 
of the institution, during the countivuance of 
such contributions; and ot such as shall contri- 
bute at onee thirty dollars, which contribution 
shail constitute them siembers for life. 

Members who pay fifty dollars on subserib- 
ing, shall be denominated patrons of the so- 
ciety. 

it shall be the privilege of the subseribers te 
designate, on their subseriptions, to which of the 
objects, domestic or foreign, they desire their 
contributions to be applied. If no specification 
be made, the board of direetors may apply 
them to either, or both, at their discretion. 

Art. L—The society shall meet triennially 
at the place in which the General Convention 
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shall hold its session. The time of meeting 
shall be on the first day of the session, at five 
o'clock P. M. 

A sermon shall be preached, and a collection 
male, in aid of the funds of the society, at such 
time, during the session of the Convention, as 
may be determined at the annual meeting; the 
preacher to be uppointed by the House of Bi- 
shops. 

virt. W.—The presiding Bishop of this 
Church shall be president of the society; the 
other Bishops, according to seniority, vice-pre- 
sidents. ‘here shall be two sceretarics, and 
twenty-four directors, who shall be chosen, by 
allot, at each meeting. 

Art. V.—The directors, together with the 
president, vice-presidents, and patrons of the 
society, who shall, ec officio, be directors, 
shall compose a body, to be denominated the 
Board of Directors of the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica. “They shall meet annually iv the city of 
Vhiladelphia, except in the year of the meeting 
of the General Convention, when they shall as- 
semble at the place of the meeting thereof. Wine 
members of the board of directors shall be ne- 
eussary to constitute a quorura to do business. 

The meetings of the board of directors shall 
always be opened vith using a form of prayer, 
io be set forth by the House of Bishops for 
‘hat purpose, or One or more suitable prayers 
scleeted from the Liturgy. 

eirt. Vi—At the annual meetings, sll mis- 
sjionary stations, appoinunents of missionarics, 
and appropriations of money, and all by-laws 
necessary tor their own government, and for 
vonducting the affairs of the missions, shall be 
made; provided, that all appointments of Mis- 
sionaries shall be with the approbation of the 
Bishops present. Special meetings may be 
called by the president, or by one of the vice- 
presidents, as often as may be necessary to 
carry into effect the resolutions adopted at the 
uunual meetings of the board; at which spe- 
cial meetings, sever members, including the 
president, or one of the vice-presidents, shall be 
a quoruin Lo transact business. 

‘The board of directors, whether at their 
annual or special meetings, may appoint such 
euimittees as nay be necessary or usetul. 

virt. Vii.— There shall be annually appoint- 
eda treasurer and two members of the so- 
viety, who togethev shall be termed trustees of 
ie permanent fund. 

‘Che treasurer shall receive all contributions 
which shall be made to the society, and enter 
them in detail, distinguishing Letween what 
ynay be contributed for domestic, and what for 
foreign purposes, if any such distinction should 
be made; and present a statement of his ac- 
wounts annually, ov oftener, if required, to the 
pvard of directors. He shall not pay monies 
unless on an order from the board, signed by 
the president, or, in his abseyee, by the senior 
vice-president, who may attend the mecting 
when such order is given. 

‘iwenty per cent. of allmonies, which shall 
be contributed to carry into effec’ the objects 
of the constitution, shall be vested by the trus- 
tees, in their own name, as officers of the so- 
ciety, in some safe aud productive stock, to 
coustitute a perma:cut fund. ‘The residue of 
ihe contributions, with the interest arising 
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ed to the objects for which the so¢iety wa$ 
formed. 

Art. VIIL_—The board of directors, at thei: 
annual meetings, shall take such measures as 
they may deem proper, to establish auxiliary 
societies in any diovess, with the advice and 
consent of the Bishop of the same, to secure 
patronage, and to enlarge the funds of the in- 
stitution. The Bishop of every diocess shall be 
president of the auxiliary societies organized 
within it. 

Art. 1X.—In any diocess or district, where 
there is a Bishop, or an ecclesiastical body duly 
constituted under the authority of the Conven- 
tion of the same for missionary purposes, aid 
may be given in money; but the appointment 
of the missionary shall rest with the Bishop or 
ecclesiastical body aforesaid. He shall act un- 
der their direction, and shall render to them a 
report of his proceedings, copies of which shalt 
be forwarded to this society. 

drt. X—The board of directors shall, #& 
every meeting of the society, present a detailed 
report of their proceedings ; which, if approved 
and adopted by the society, shall, onthe next 
day, be presented by their president to the 
General Convention, as the report of the sp- 
viety. 

Art. X1—The present Convention shall 
elect, by bailot, the twenty-four directors, and 
the two secretaries, provided for by the 4th ar- 
ticle, to act till the first stated meeting of the 
society ; and the first meeting of the board of 
directors shall take place at Philadelphia, ou the 
third Weduesday in November, 1822. 

Art. X1L—lIt isrecommended to every mem- 
ber of the society, to pray to Almighty God, 
for his blessing upon its designs, under the full 
conviction, that unless he direct us in all our da 
ings, with his most gracious favour, and further 
us with his continual help, we cannot reason- 
ably hope, either to procure suitable persons to 
wet as missionaries, or expect that their endea¢ 
vours will be successful. 
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The Bogle of Anneslie. 
(From the Etonian ) 

‘6 AN? ye winna believe i’ the Bogle >” 
said a pretty young lassie to her sweet- 
heart, as they sat in the door of her fa- 
ther’s cottage one fine autumn ever 
ing :—“ De you hear that, mither, An- 
drew ’ll no believe i’ the Bogle r” 

“ Gude be wi’ us, Effie!” exclaimed 
Andrew,—a slender and delicate youth 
of about two-and-twenty,—* a bonny 
time I wad hae o’t, gin I were to heed 
every auld wife’s clatter.” 

The words “ auld wife” had a mani- 
fest effect on Effie, and she bit her lips 
in silence. Her mother immediately 
opened a battery upon the young man’s 
prejudices, narrating that on Anneslie 
Heath, at ten o’clock o’ night, a cer- 
tain apparition was wont to appear, in 
the form of a maiden above the usuaj 
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size, with a wide three-cornered hat. 
Sundry other particulars were men- 
tioned, but Andrew was still incredu- 
lous. He'll rue that, dearly will he 
rue’t!” said Effie, as he departed. 

Many days, however, passed away, 
and Effie was evidently much disap- 
pointed to find that the scepticism of 
her lover gathered strength. Nay, he 
had the audacity to insult, by gibes and 
jests, the true believers, and to call 
upon them for the reasons of their faith. 
Effie was in a terrible passion. 

At last, however, her prophecy was 
fulfilled. Andrew was passing over the 
moor, while the clock struck ten; for 
it was his usual practice to walk at that 
hour, in order to mock the fears of his 
future bride. He was just winding 
round the thicket which opened to him 
a view of the cottage where Effie dwelt, 
when he heard a light step behind him, 
and, in an instant, his feet were trip- 
ped up, and he was laid prostrate on 
the turf. Upon looking up he beheld 
a tall muscular man standing over him, 
who, in no courteous manner, desired 
to see the contents of his pocket. * Deil 
be on ye!” exclaimed the young fo- 
rester, “I hae but ae coin i’ the warld.” 
*“ That coin maun I hae,” said his as- 
sailant. Faith! D’se show ye play 
for’t, then,” said Andrew, and sprung 
upon his feet. 

Andrew was esteemed the best cud- 
gel-player for twenty miles round, so 
that in brief space, he cooled the ar- 
dour of his antagonist, and dealt such 
visitations upon his skull as might have 
made a much firmer head ache for a 
fortnight. The man stepped back, and, 
pausing in his assault, raised his hand 
to his forehead, and buried it among 
his dark locks. It returned covered 
with blood. ‘ Thou hast cracked my 
crown,” he said, “ but yet ye sha’ na 
gang scatheless;” and, flinging down 
his cudgel, he flew on his young foe, 
and, grasping his body before he was 
aware of the attack, whirled him to the 
earth with an appalling impetus. “ ‘The 
Lord hae mercy on me!” said Andrew, 
* Vm a dead man.” 

He was not far from it, for his rude 
foe was preparing to put the finishing 
stroke to his victory. Suddenly some- 
thing stirred in the bushes, and the con- 
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queror, turning away from his victim, 
cried out, “ The bogle! the bogle !’* 
and fled precipitately. Andrew ven- 
tured to look up. He saw the figure 
which had been described to him ape 
proaching ; it came nearer and nearer; 
its face was very pale, and its step was 
not heard on the grass. At last it stood 
by his side, and looked down upon him. 
Andrew buried his face in his ¢loak : 
presently the apparition spoke—indis« 
unctly indeed, for its teeth seemed to 
chatter with cold:—“ This is a cauld 
an’ an eerie night to be sae late on An- 
neslie Moor !” and immediately it glid« 
ed away.—Andrew lay a few minutes 
in a trance; and then arising from his 
cold bed, ran hastily towards the cot- 
tage of his mistress. His hair stood on 
end, and the vapours of the night sunk 
chill upon his brow as he lifted up the 
latch, and flung himself on an oaken 
seat. 

“ Preserve us!” cried the old wos 
man. “ Why, ye are mair than aneugh 
to frighten a body out o’ her wits! To 
come in wi’ sic a jaunt and a jerk, bare- 
headed, and the red blood spattered a? 
o’er your new leather jerkin! Shame 
on you, Andrew! in what mishanter 
hast thou broken that fule’s head 0’ 
thine !” 

“ Peace, mither!” said the young 
man, taking breath, “I hae seen the 
bogle!” 

The old lady had a long line of re- 
proaches, drawn up in order of march, 
between her lips; but the mention of 
the bogle was the signal for disbanding 
them. A thousand questions poured 
in, in rapid succession.—“ How old 
was she? How was she dressed ? Who 
was she like? What did she say?” 

“ She was a tall thin woman, about 
seven feet high !” 

“ Oh Andrew!” cried Effie. 

* As ugly as sin!” 

“‘ Other people tell a different story,” 
said Effie. 

“ True, on my Bible oath! and then 
her beard’””— 

“ A beard! Andrew,” shrieked Ef- 
fie, “a woman with a beard! For 
shame, Andrew !” 

“ Nay, | willswearit—! She had 
seen full saxty winters afore she died 
tg trouble us !” 
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“Pil wager my best new goun,” 
gaid the maiden, “‘ that saxteen would 
be nearer the mark.” 

«¢ But wha was she like, Andrew ?” 
Said the old woman. “ Was she like 
auld Janet that was drowned in the 
pond hard by? or that auld witeh that 

ur master hanged for stealing his pet 
lamb? or was she like—” 

“ Are you sure she was na like me, 
Andrew ?” said Effie, looking archly 
in his face. 

“ You—Pshaw! Faith, guid mither, 
she was like to naebody that I ken, un- 
Jess it be auld Elspeth, the cobler’s 
wife, that was spirited awa’ by the Ab- 
bot, for breaking Father Jerome’s head 
wi’ a tin frying-pan !” 

« And how was she drest, Andrew?” 

‘Tn that horrible three-cornered hat, 
which may I be blinded if ever I seek 
to look upon again! an’ in a lang blue 
apron.” — 

«“ Green, Andrew!” eried Effie, 
twirling her own green apron round 
her thumb. 

“ How you like to teaze one!” said 
the lover. Poor Andrew did not at all 
enter into his mistress’s pleasantry ; for 
he laboured under great depression of 
spirits, and never lifted his eyes from 
the ground. 

« But ye hae na tald us what she 
said, lad!” said the eld woman, as- 
suming an air of deeper mystery as 
each question was put and answered in 
Hs turn. 

“Lord! what signifies it whether she 
said this or that! Hud your tongue! 
and get me some comfort; for, to speak 
truth, ’m vera eauld.” 

“ Weel mayest thou be sae,” said 
UMfie; “ for indeed,” she continued, in 
a feigned voice, “it was a cauld aw 
an eerie night to be sae late on An- 
neslie Muir.” 

Andrew started, and a doubt seem- 
ed to pass over his mind. He looked 
up at the damsel, and perceived, for the 
first time, that her large blue eye was 
laughing at him from under the shade 
of a hage three-cornered hat. The 
next moment he hung over her in an 
ecstasy of gratitude, and smothered 
with his kisses the ridicule which she 
forced upon him as the penalty of bis 
preservation. 
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*¢ Seven feet high, Andrew!” 

** My dear Effie !” 

* As ugly as sin!” 

‘¢ My darling lassie !”— 

* And a beard !”— 

“Na! na! now you carry the jest 
o’er far !” 

** And saxty winters !” 

*¢ Saxteen springs; Effie! dear, de- 
lightful, smiking springs !” 

“And Elspeth the cobler’s wife! 
oh! Andrew, Andrew! I never cau 
forgie you for the cobler’s wife !—and 
what say you now, Andrew! is there 
nae bogle on the muir ?” 

“ My dear Effie! for your sake Pl! 
believe in a’ the bogles in Christendie !”” 

“ That is,” said Effie, at the conclu- 
sion of a long and vehement fit of risi- 


bility, “ that is, in a’ that wear ‘ three 
cornered hats.’ ” 
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[The reatters of the Christian Journal will pe- 
ruse with pleasure the follo wing:prospectus of 
aCommentary on the Liturgy of the Chureh, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell. No 
doubt can be entertained of the manner in 
whieh this work will be executed. The higt 
recommendations of the Bishops form a pledge 
that it will not only be worthy of its great ob- 
ject and creditable to the talents and piety of 
the compiler, but that it will be a volume 07 
great interest to every Episcopalian. It will 
form an sppropriate companion to the Family 
Bible now publishing at the office of the Chris- 
tian Journal, under the superintendence of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. The Family 
Bible and the Family Prayer Book will come 
pose a complete hbrary, in whieh will be ex« 
hibited a body of sound doctrine and # mass 
of religious information interesting to all, and 
particularly to Churciimen. | 


The Family Prayer Book: or the Book of 
Common Prayer, &c. accompanied by a 
general Commentary, historical, explana- 
tory, doctrinal, and practical. Compiled 
JSrom the most approved liturgical Warks, 
with alterations and additions accommo- 
dated to the Liturgy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United States. 
By Tuomas Cavren Buownetr, Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of Connecticut. 


PROSPECTUS, 


Tae Church of England has been emi- 
nently distinguished in theChristian world 
by the labours of her seholars and divines, 
for the advancement of sacred learning, 
and the promotion of piety. No work, with 
the exception of the Bible, has profited so 
richly by these labours,as herBook of Com- 
mon Prayer, The history of its several Of- 
fices has heen investigated, and theiy im 
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port fully explained ;—the system of doc. 
trines it inculcates hag been successfully 
defended and established, and the whole 
has been commended to the judgment by 
the most ample illustration, and enforced 
upon the conscience and the heart by the 
most earnest practical appeals. But the 
works of these writers on the Liturgy are 
diffused through a great number of vo- 
lumes. Some of them have become, in a 
measure, obsolete in their style ; and some 
of the most valuable of them are hardly to 
be obtained, even in England; while no 
complete work on the Liturgry has yet been 

ublished in this country. The result has 

een, that those who wished to profit by 
such works could only gratify their incli- 
nations at great expense, and with much 
difficulty; while a very large portion of 
the members of our Church remain but im- 
perfectly instructed in the full import of 
those services which constitute the formu- 
lary of her worship, and the administra- 
tion of her sacraments. 

A judicious compilation from the works 
of the best English writers on the Liturgy, 
so comprehensive as to contain all that 
would be most interesting and useful, and 
yet at so moderate a price that it might 
be brought into general use, would be a 
valuable acquisition to the Church. It 
will be the object of the Editor to endea- 
vour to supply this desideratum, in the best 
manner that his judgment and his leisure 
will permit. 

The title of his contemplated work (in 
the preparation of which he has made con- 
siderable progress) is placed at the head 
of this Prospectus. In the prosecution of 
such a work, originality of composition 
would be less valued than a judicious se- 
tection from the writings of others. It is 
his intention to present the Commentary 
on the Morning and Evening Prayers of 
the Church, in his own language, and 
somewhat at large; condensing what has 
been said by many writers into single ar- 
ticles, attached to each particular part of 
the service. As this portion of the work 
will probably be most frequently read ia 
a devotional way, such an arrangement 
would seem to be useful, to preserve the 
connexion, and to prevent these interrup- 
tions which must otherwise occur, in pass- 
ing from the observations of one writer to 
those of another. In most other parts of 
the work, and always, when any doctrinal 
point is involved, the name of the author 
will be annexed to his remarks: and on all 
controverted questions, those writers will 
be appealed to, who have been most dis- 
tinguished for their judgment, learning, 
and piety, and whose opinions have re- 
ceived the most unanimous sanction of the 
Church. Those comments for which the 
Editor may feel himself responsible, either 
as their author, or as having collected 
ikem from various sources with altcra- 
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tions, will be designated by the initials of 

his name subjoined to them. 

It will be a leading object in the pro- 
posed work, to notice all the alterations of 
the English Liturgy, which have been 
made by the compilers of our American 
Book ; and to state, as far as practicable, 
the considerations on which they were 
founded. In the performance of this task, 
the venerable Presiding Bishop has kindly 
promised his assistance It is well known 
that this excellent prelate took a principal 
part in the re-organization of our Church, 
at the close of the revolution. No other 
man living is so well qualified to explain 
the views by which our first General Con- 
ventions were actuated, in their revisioi 
of the Liturgy. From his promised aid, 
as well as from information he has already 
communicated to the public in his valuable 
Memoirs of the Church, of which a free 
use will be made, it is hoped that this sub- 
ject willreceive a satisfactory elucidation ¢ 
and that, on this account, the present work 
will acquire an interest to which it could 
not otherwise aspire. 

In the use of the English commentators, 
it is intended to make alterations and ad- 
ditions, accommodated to the state of the 
American branch of the Church; and on 
some subjects, illustrations will be sought 
in the writings of the American Bishops, 
and other Clergy. , 

The several parts of the Liturgy wilt 
afford a wide range for comment and re- 
flection. The histery of their respective 
derivations, the ideas they were severally 
designed to convey or to excite, the doc- 
trines of faith and practice which they in- 
culcate or recognize; all these topics will, 
as occasion may offer, occupy the atten- 
tion of the compiler; but it will be his 
main design to give the whole work a 
practical character, for the purpose of re- 
commending it to the use of families, and 
as a help to their domestic devotions. He 
is persuaded that many who habitually use 
the Book of Common Prayer, have avery 
imperfect apprehension of the full import 
of its several offices, and catch but a faint 
inspiration from that spirit of piety which 
animates them. 

If, by collecting together the lights 
which have been shed upon it, he can be- 
come a guide to its clearer comprehen- 
sion, and a more pious use of it, his labours 
will not have been in vain. 

THOMAS C. BROWNELL. 

.Vew-Haven, April 4th, 1822. 

The views of the Bishops of aur Church, in 
relation io the publication of this werk, 
may be collected from the following letters 
and extracts. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 29th, 1821. 
Right Rev. and dear Sir, 
I have just now received your Ictter ot 
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the 26th inst. informing me that you con- 
template the preparing and publishing of 
a Book of Common Prayer, with a com- 
mentary on the different services, accom- 
modated to the alterations of the English 
Liturgy by our American Church. The 
last circumstance is especially desirable, 
there being as yet nothing of the kind. 
And your connecting the commentary with 
the text, will very much further the pur- 
pose of introducing the former into fami- 
lies, and of promoting a more general in- 
formation of the grounds of our Institu- 
tions. Wishing you success in your un- 
dertaking, I remain your affectionate bro- 
ther, Wa. Wuir:. 
Right Rev. Thos. C. Brownell. 


I do cordially concur in the foregoing 
sentiments of the Presiding Bishop. 
Joun Henry Hosanrt. 


Though we have several commentaries 
on our Prayer Book, and explanations of 
the Liturgy, | am decidedly of opinion 
that no one of them is exactly what is 
wanted in families, and for common use. 
A work of this kind, so judiciously com- 
piled as to comprise what is most essen- 
tial and interesting in the history and ex- 
position of the Book of Common Prayer, 
with the addition of a much larger pro- 
portion than we usually have of practical 
remarks, calculated to promote the right 
use of it, wonld be a valuable acquisition 
to our theological libraries; and I rejoice 
to learn that you think of devoting some 
part of your time to such a work. 

I am, respectfully, your friend and bro- 
ther, Atex. V. Griswo.p. 

Right Rev. Thos. C. Brownell. 

Bristol, January 4, 1822. 


Richmond, (Vir.) Jan. 19, 18232. 
Right Rev. and dear Sir, 

I have received your communication 
upon the subject of the Viturgy, and shall 
be happy in affording you every encou- 
ragement in the accomplishment and cir- 
culation of your intended work. 

Never was there a system of devotional 
exercises constructed with so much piety, 
or so well calculated to meet the views of 
an intelligent- worshipper. It is my fer- 
vent prayer, that the same spirit which 
animated those who arranged the service 
of the Church, may accompany your ef- 
forts in the explanation of its beauties, 
and the recommendation of its observance. 

With sentiments of unfeigned regard, 
believe me, Right Rev. and dear Sir, your 
affectionate friend and brother, 

Ricuany Cuannixe Moorr. 


Right Rev. Bishop Brownell. 


Baltimore, Jan. 3, 1822. 
Bight Rev. and dear Sir, 
{am very much pleased to learn that 
you have determined to carry into effect 
*pe design you were pleased to intimate to 
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me, at the last Convention, with regard to 
the commentary on the Book of Common 
Prayer. It will be a most valuable acqui- 
sition to the Episcopal families in the Unit- 
ed States. The “ Family Bible” and this 
Commentary, will constitute a very com- 
plete domestic library. 

With sincere regard and affection, I am 
your Brother in Christ, Jas. Kemp. 

Right Rev. Bishop Brownell. 


New-Brunswick, Jan. 8, 1822. 
Right Rev. and dear Sir, 

The compilation of a commentary on 
the Common Prayer Book of eur Church, 
which you express a design to undertake, 
will doubtless be a very useful and lauda- 
ble work. For, though many excellent 
commentaries already exist, they are in 
the hands of but few persons; partly from 
the circumstance, that they are not adapt 
ed to the Book of Common Prayer of the 
American Church, as altered from that of 
the Church of England; and partly from 
the scarcity of copies. 

Besides; but few people can conveni- 
ently bear the expense of purchasing & 
number of works on the same subject. A 
careful and judicious compilation from 
the most esteemed among them, adapted 
to the Common Prayer Book of the Ame- 
rican Church, would therefore put it in 
the power of many persons, especially 
Clergymen with small salaries, to furnish 
themselves with whatever is most useful 
of such necessary information. Your de- 
sign, therefore, meets with my approba- 
tien, and I heartily wish you success in the 
performance of it. 

With very great regard and affection, I 
am, Right Rev. and dear Sir, your friend 
and brother, Joun Crozs, 

Right Rev. Dr. Brownell. 


Charleston, Jan. 20, 1822. 
Right Rev. and dear Sir, 

The work which you are contemplating 
is certainly a desideratum ; and may be 
made the vehicle throughout our Church 
ih these States, of a kind of information, 
which is too little found among its mem- 
bers. The old standard works on the Com- 
mon Prayer are not to be had by people 
in general: and the more recent popular 
works, of which I esteem Shepherd’s (un- 
happily left unfinished) the most,’ having 
not been reprinted in this country, are very 
little known.’ Persuaded that practical 
christianity can in no way be better pro- 
moted, than by causing the Book of Com. 
mon Prayer to be rightly understood and 
used, I look upon your design with very 
great satisfaction, and trust it will be blest 
to a result both honourable and useful to 
the Church. 

Tam, dear Sir, with very great regard, 
your friend and brother, N. Bowen. 

Bishop Brownell. 


[For the conditions, see the cover of this No.] 
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June, 1822.] Plav of a Free Church.—Missionary Constitution. 


Plan for a Free Church. 


Srvenat Episcopalians residing in the 
vicinity of Corlaer’s Hook, taking into 
consideration the neglected situation of 
the neighbourhood, in respect especially 
of Episcopal places of worship, or rather 
the entire destitution of the eastern part 
of the city, have resolved to endeavour to 
supply the want on the following plan. 

The object is to build and endow a 
Church, of which none of the pews shall 
be either sold or rented, but shall with- 
out reserve, be free for all who shall be 
induced to attend. 

It shall be Episcopal in its organization, 
ministry, and worship. 

The mode proposed for effecting the 
object is the following :—A certain num- 
ber of individuals will procure the ground, 
commence and carry on the building, on 
their own responsibility, at least until 
it be enclosed. When the work is thus 
commenced, and the public convinced of 
their determination to proceed, agents, 
to be appointed, will solicit contributions 
from their fellow citizens and fellowChris- 
tians, for the double object of completing 
the work and defraying the expenses in- 
curred, and of providing for the establish- 
ment a permanent support. 

After defraying the expenses of build- 
ing, whatever money shall remain in hand, 
shall, upon the congregation being organ- 
ized according to law, be conveyed to the 
vestry in legal form, conditioned that the 
establishment shall for ever remain sacred 
to the purposes for which it was commenc- 

ed, that is, A rnee Eriscopat Cuvren. 
It shall also be a condition, that after the 
expenses of building and endowment are 
obtained, on the first Sunday in every 
quarter, commencing with the new year, 
or, in case of necessity, on some other day 
to be appointed, the entire collections 
shall be appropriated to the purpose of 
establishing a fund for raising other estab- 
lishments on the same plan, in succession ; 
that is, the sums collected at such times 
shall be vested in the Savings Bank, or 

some other similar institution, to accumu- 

late, and afford funds, from time to time, 

for building and endowing additional free 

Churches. | 
New-York, March, 1822. 


We do most cordially approve of the 
above plan, and earnestly wish success to 
the meritorious and public spirited indivi- 
duals who have engaged ‘in it. 

JOHN HENRY HOBART, 
Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church in the 
State of New-York. 
WILLIAM BERRIAN, 
An Assistant Minister of TrinityChurch, 
New-York. 
BENJAMIN T. ONDERDONK, 
AnAssistant Minister of TrinityChurch, 
New-York. 
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Theartily wish success to the above project. 
HENRY J. FELTUS, 
Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, N.York. 


We cordially unite in approving the 
above plan, and wishing that it may be car 
ried into full effect. 

JONATHAN M. WAINWRIGHT, 
Rector of Grace Church, New-York. 
THOMAS LYELL, 
Rector of Christ Church, New-York. 

I most heartily concur with the afore. 

mentioned recommendations. 
WILLIAM CREIGHTON, 
Rector of St. Mark’s Church, New-York, 


The above mentioned plan we consider 
as calculated to be of essential utility, and 
it will give us great pleasure to see it 
carried into effect. 

JAMES MILNOR, 
Rector of St.George’sChurch, New-York. 
HENRI PENEVEYRE, 
Rector of French Church du St. Esprit, 
New-York. 


{n the present stage of the above mea- 
sure, personal services are of essential im- 
portance. We would therefore earnestly 
recommend it to our friends, who feel fa- 
vourable to the plan, to use their influence 
in its behalf. And if there be any who 
are willing to enlist their services in soli- 
citing contributions, we are authorized by 
the building committee to say, that they 
will be thankful for the aid of such, and 
request that they will leave their names at 
the office of the Christian Journal. 











Constitution of the Female Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society of Christ Church, orgart» 
ized on Good Friday, April 5, 1822. 


Deerty impressed with a sense of their 
obligations to their fellow creatures and 
their God, and viewing with heartfelt 
pleasure, the efforts now making to ex- 
tend, to the less favoured inhabitants 
of the interior, the benefits and privi- 
leges urising from an administration of 
the word, and sacraments of the Church, 
by persons duly authorized: consider- 
ing also, that auxiliary societies are the 
means of creating a more extended in- 
terest in a work of this nature, than the 
general institution can be supposed to 
effect; the ladies of Christ Church 
have determined to form themselves in- 
to a Society for that purpose, and have 
adopted the following Constitution : 


Antictz I. This society shall be denomi- 
nated The Femare Auxitiany Missionary 
Society of Canisr Cacecn, and shall be 
auxiliary to the New-York Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Art. II, The object of this society will 
be to collect funds for the support of mis- 
gions; which funds shall be raised by the 
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contribution of its members, of not less 
than fifty cents per year, to be paid in ad- 
vance, and of such donations as the friends 
of the missionary cause may contribute. 
it shall be the duty of the managers to en- 
deavour to increase its funds by soliciting 
such aid from either ladies or gentlemen, as 
will be most conducive to that end; and all 
monies thus collected, shall be paid over 
annually to the Treasurer of the New-York 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society. 
Any person paying five dollars at a time, 
may become a member for life; which life 
subscription shall be placed in the perma- 
nent fund of the society before mentioned. 

Arr. I{f. The affairs of this society 
shall be conducted by a first, second, and 
third Directress, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
twelve Managers, who shall be chosen by 
ballot at the anniversary meeting. The 
first, or in her absence, the second or third 
Directress, shal! preside at all meetings 
of the society or board; in case of the 
absence of the three, one of the Managers 
shall be appointed to preside. The Secre- 
tary shall keep a list of the names of all 
the members belonging to the society; 
shall record the proceedings of every meet- 
ing, and at the opening of each meeting, 
shall read the minutes of the preceding. 
The Treasurer shall receive and Keep an 
account of all moneys belonging to the 
society, and annually report the state of 
the funds to the board. 

Ant. tV. The Board of Managers shall 
meet at least once in three months, at 
which time, one-third of the whole shail 
form a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness. They shall have power to fill their 
own vacancies, and to call special meetings 
of this society. 


Ant. V. The annual meeting shall be 


held in Christ Church, on the first Thurs- 
day in November, ofevery year; being the 
day appointed by the authority of the 
Church as a day of thanksgiving; at which 
time the subscription shall falldue. The 
annual report of the Board of Managers 
shall then be presented, a copy of which 
shall be transmitted by the Secretary to 
the Corresponding Secretary of the parent 
Society. 

Anr. VI. No alteration shall be made 
to this constitution, without the concur- 
rence of a majority of the members pre- 
sent at a meeting of the Society, previous 
notice having been given of such intended 
alterations. 


Officers for the present year. 


Mrs. Benjamin Hide, fisrt Directr , ss; 
Mrs.Vavid Baker, second Directress ; Mrs. 
Oliver H. Taylor, third Directress; Miss 
Jane P. Hide, Secretary ; Miss Ann Mar- 
shall, Treasurer. 

Managers.—Mrs. William Post, Mrs, 
William Baker, Mrs. Doctor Jauncey, Mrs. 
Thomas Tripler, Mrs. John Van Nostrand, 


Missionary Societies.—Episcopal Acts. 


Mrs. Mathon, Mrs. Joseph Trulock, Mrs, 
Jacob Surget, Mrs.John Allen, Mrs. Lewis 
Fourniquet, Mrs. Hendrick Booream, Mrs, 
Walter Phelps. 


Subscriptions and donations will be 
thankfully received by either of the Mana- 
gers, or by the Treasurer, No.9 Nassaut 
street, 


| _________ __ 





Afassachusctts Episcopal Missionary 
Society. 

Tur annual meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Episcopal Missionary Society was 
held at the vestry room of St.Paul’sChurch 
in Boston, on Easter Tuesday, and, by ad- 


journment, the following day. The follow- 


ing officers were elected. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, ex 
officio, president; the Kev. Asa Baton, the 
Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D. Stephen Cod- 
man, esg. vice-presidents ; John T. Win- 
throp, esq. secretary; E. Hale, jun. M.D. 
corresponding secretary; Benjamin How- 
ard, treasurer.—Trustees, the above men- 
tioned officers, and John Sowdon, J.C.War- 
ren, M.D, Francis Wilby, J.C. Merrill, esq. 

The committee appointed to collect sub- 
scriptions reported, that the sum of five 
hundred and twenty-seven dollars was al- 
ready subscribed, to be paid annually, and 
two hundred and seventy dollars, in dona- 
tions to the society ; and that further sul 
scriptions will be received.— Gospel Ades 





Nees eens 
Episcopal Acts. 


On Saturday the 23d of March last, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Griswold held a con- 
firmation in the church at Dedham, Mas- 
sachusetts, when twenty-three persons 
partook of that rite. 


On the festival of St. Philip and St. 
James, the Apostles, Wednesday, May 1, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held an or, 
dination in Trinity Church, in this city, 
and admitted Mr. Alonzo P. Potter, tutor 
in Union College, Schenectady, to the holy 
order of Deacons. 


On Wednesday, May 8th, at the opening 
of the Convention of the Diocess of Penn- 
sylvania, in Si. Peter’s Church, Philadel. 
phia, the Rev. William Thompson, Deacon, 
Minister of Tripity Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, was admitted, by the Right 
Rey. Bishop White, to the holy order of 
Priests; and Mr. Richard VU. Morgan to 
that of Deacons. 

On Ascension-Day, May 16, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart consecrated St. Luke’s 
Church, in this city, to the service of Al- 
mighty God, the Right. Rey. Bishop Brow- 
nell, of Connecticut, being also present, 
and taking a part in the consecrating ce- 
remonies: 
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On the following day, Friday, May 17th, 
Bishop Hobart held an ordination in St. 
John’s Chapel, in this city, and admitted 
Mr. Manton Eastburn to the holy order of 
Deacons. 


St. Luke’s Church. 

Tux consecration of St.Luke’sChureh we 
esteem a peculiarly interesting event, inas- 
much as we believe it is the first Episcopal 
church ever erected in this city without 
pecuniary aid from the funds of Trinity 
Church, and the prospect of like aid in its 
support. It would seem, indeed, strange 
that Episcopalians should be the only por- 
tion of our community who have neither 
magnanimity, liberality, or zeal enough to 
depend upon theirown extensive resources 
tor promoting the great cause of religion, 
and thus the honour of him who alone 
giveth wealth. But their feelings and 
habits on this subject had been so com- 
pletely controlled by erroneous impres- 
sions of the almost inexhaustible means 
of Trinity Church, as to produce no very 
slight fears that, between the inability of 
that corporation, and the unwillingness 
of individual Episcopalians, there was 
danger of our church being removed 
from the high standing she had been 
wont to maintain in the community, and 
being disgraced even in the house of 
her friends. We hope, however, that our 
impression is not an erroneous one, that 
more correct sentiments begin now to be 
entertained on the subject of these much 
magnified funds. The assurances of those 
best acquainted with their situation, and 
the repeated declarations of the body in- 
trusted with their management, must con- 
vince every unprejudiced, candid, and 
honourable mind, that at least for a very 
long time, provision for the support of the 
particular parish for which those funds 
are held in trust, is the utmost that can be 
effected by their proceeds. Cherishing, 
therefore, a grateful recollection of the 
extensive benefactions which flowed from 
them while they were equal to it, and as 
the effect of which many parishes are now 
enjoying comfortable support, let Episco- 
palians resolve that past favours shall not 
produce present or future remissness, that 
they will not be the only body of Chris- 
tians who refuse to render their wealth 
conducive to the increase and prosperity 
of theirchurch. Let such be their regolu- 
tion, and, God be praised, they have the 
means of carrying it into most extensive 
etfect. The children whom our excellent 
church has nourished and brought up, 
will give gladly and largely to the pro- 
motion of her interests. In this great me- 
tropolis, so disproportioned is the number 
of places of worship of all kinds, to the 
population, that it is believed there are 
at least 50,000 persons of competent age 


who are excluded from them for want ~ 


Consecration of St. Luke's Church. 
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of room. Why should not Episcopalians 
be foremost in an effort to supply this de- 
ficiency? If the advantages for religious 
instruction and spiritual improvement 
which their church possesses, and their 
individual ability be to decide the ques- 
tion, and the decision meet with hearts 
properly influenced by regard for public 
morats, for the interests of religion, and 
the prosperity of the church,—every fa- 
vourable opportunity will be embraced for 
erecting her temples and altars, and in- 
creasing the means of waiting on their 
edifying and sanctifying services. 

An example to this effect has been set 
by the vestry of St. Luke’s. The corner- 
stone of their church was laid on the 4th 
day of last June;* and it was highly gra- 
tifying to those present at the interesting 
and impressive solemnities of its conse- 
cration, to perceive, as the result of the 
effort then commenced, a peculiarly neat 
and commodious edifice, evincing much 
taste both in design and execution, and yet: 


strictly within the bounds of a proper 
regard to economy. The congregatio™, 


which has assembled for about 18 months, 
in hired apartments, we are happy to say 
is m a flourishing and increasing state, 
both temporally and spiritually; and there 
is every prospect that the Christian enter~- 
prise and liberality to which we are in- 
debted for this addition to our churches, 
will receive from the Divine favour that 
best of rewards—its instrumentality in 
promoting, through successive ages, the 
glory of our God and Saviour, in advancing 
the interests of his holy church, and with 
them the real welfare of society, and in in- 
structing and aiding his redeemed in the- 
way that leads to the glorious inheritance 
which, through grace, may be their’s. 


After the foregoing was in type, and onr pa- 
ges were made up, we removed an article te 
make room for the following 


Communication. 
On Ascension-Day, May 16th, 1822, St. 


Luke’s Church, in Hudson-street, New-York, 
was consecrated to the service of Almighty 
God, agreeably to the rites of the Protestant 
Episcopal Chureh, by the Right Rev. Johra 
Henry Hobart, D.D. Bishop of the diocess, as- 
sisted by the Right Rev. Thomas C. Brownell, 
D.D. L.L. D. Bishop of Conneeticut, and at- 
tended by most of the Episcopal Clergy of the 
city. Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. 
Henry J. Feltus, Rector of St. Stephen’s 
Church, New-York; snd an appropriate and 
impressive discourse delivered by the Right 
Rey. Bishop Hobart. The services were pecu- 
liarly soleran and interesting, and their effect 
on the large and respectable audience was mu 
heightened by the excellent performance of the 
choir, composed of several of the male and te- 
miele members of the congregation. 

St. Luke’s Church is a neat edifice, of brick, 





* See our last volume, p. 221, 








ong a 


Mi 


aor 


ah ia 





y ageeoe 
baie ee ° 
OS ere as ee —— ote 


ey he 





en an 





192 St. Luke’s Church. Apology to Readers, $e. 


in a plain style of architecture, from a design 
by Clement C. Moore, Esq. the senior warden. 
Jts dimensions are 48 feet in width, by 65 feet 
in length, with a tower in front 18 feet square, 
and 56 feet high, surmounted by a plain battle- 
ynent—and contains on the ground floor 106 
pews, and in the gallery, whieh at present ex- 
xends only across the front, 16 pews, besides a 
commodious organ loft, al seats for the ae- 
commodation of the members of the chorr. 
The building was erected by Messrs. John 
Hteath and Richard Kidney, and is finished in a 
raanner which reflects great eredit on the 
architects. The whole expense of the build- 
ing, and its appurtenances, including all the ex- 
tra work, (with the exception of the trimming 
for the pulpit, reading desk and chancel, which 
was presented by the ladies of the congregation, 
the beautiful communion table and chancel 
chairs, and the splendid folio Bible, and books 
of Common Prayer, for the services of the 
desk, which were also the benefuction of gener- 
©us individuals,) is about eight thousand five 
hundred dollars. For one thousand nine hun- 
dred dollars of this sum, including the collection 
on the day of conseeration, the vestry are ih- 
debted to the liberality of a number of their 
Episcopal friends in the city ; and five thousand 
@liars was procured on the bond of the cor- 
poration of Trinity Church, executed tothe 
iender of the money without interest ; for the 
puyment of which, together with the unpaid 
balance of about sixteen hundred dollars, the 
members of the vestry are individually re- 
sponsible. 

The location of this church is in that part 
of the city known by the name of Greenwich 
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Village, in which divine service, according to 
the order of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
was celebrated for the first time by the Rev. 
George Upfold, M. 1). then Reetor of Trinity 
Church, Lansingburgh, and Grace Church, 
Waterford, on Friday evening, October 2ist, 
1820, who, upon the subsequent organization 
of the congregation early in the ensuing month, 
was invited to the rectorship thereof. The 
congregation, which at first consisted of less 
than thirty families, has now inereased to 
nearly double that number; and hopes may be 
reasonably entertained of gradual accessions un- 
til every pew in the church shall be occupied. 
The success which has attended this landable 
enterprize exceeds the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of its promoters, and is to be attributed, 
under the Divine blessing, to the spirited ex- 
ertions of the individual gentlemen composing 
the vestry, who, animated with that determined 
zeal which, directed to the promotion of the 
glory of God and the great interests of the 
Christian Church, is inspired by a conviction 
of the certainty of ultimate success, have en- 
countered every anticipated difficulty with 
firmness and resolution. One fact connected 
with the erection of this edifice is worthy of 
particular observation—when the contract was 
concluded with the architect, by which the ves- 
try was bound to pay large sums of money at 
three stated periods, they were not possessed 
of a single dollar as a@ corporation; nor had 
they the most remote prospect of meeting thei 
two first engagements, by any other means 
than their personal solicitations for pecuniary 
aid from their fellow Episcopalians in the city « 


s 


{~ We owe perhaps an apology to a portion of our subscribers for the space 


which has been occupied in our Journal by the Journals of the State and Gene- 
ral Conventions. The great importance of the documents contained in these 
Journals, and the final permanent settlement of the Theological Seminary within 
this Diocess, induced us to enlarge our abstracts to a degree beyond the bounds 
we shall hereafter prescribe to ourselves, unless indeed matters of importance 
should seem to require a different course. In order that these abstracts 
should not engross too many pages, we have printed them in a very small 
type, thus preserving the documents entire, and bringing them into a space 
extremely small compared with their length. It should however be recollected, 
that it is only a very limited portion of our readers who have an opportunity of 
seeing the printed Journals of the various Conventions; and to such the ab- 
stracts are of small consideration : whilst to persons who have not access to these 
Journals, they are highly important, and constitute an excellence in our Register 
which none other possesses. 


The reply of Bishop Griswold to the strictures on his Pastoral Letter contained 
in our number for January, p. 21, will appear in the July number ; the MS. not 
having reached us until the matter for the present number had been arranged. 


Errata.—In the second number of the Country Clergyman, Christian Jour- 
nal for March, page 69, line 6 from bottom, after “ sacrament,” insert ¢ of the 
Lord’s supper.’ And in the third number of the same paper, Christian Journal 
for May, page 135, line 35, for “ place,” read ¢ case.’ 
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